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Bolitics of Europe. 


To-day we lay before our readers, a Report of the House of 
Commons on the Trade of Great Britain, copied from the Lon- 
pon Courier; and we trast the importance of the article, in both 
a commercial and political point of view, will excuse the large 
space it occupies. [tis thus spoken of by the “ Times :” 





Trade of the Country.—The second report of the Committee of 
the Hoase of Commons on the trade of the ceuntry has been pub- 
lished. Whatever plan may have been contempiated or may olti- 
niately be adopted by the Legislature, for extending as far as pos- 
sible the commerce of this country, must of necessity, if a reasona- 
ble plan, be grounded on a thorough consideration of the burdens 
by which our commercial interests have hitherto been depressed. 
The taxes levied, and prohibitions imposed by act of Parliament 
upon various branches of foreign merchandise, and which had re- 
acted upon the mercbants and manufacturers of Great Britain, 
bat the enforcement of which had been confided to officers of the 
Customs, formed a principal topic of observation in the speech 
delivered by Mr. Robinson last session. Bot there was another 
class of imposts to be considered, which affected the ships both 
of England and of foreign states, more directly than the 
produce or commodities of either—we mean the payments ex- 
acted from navigation as contradistinguished from commerce, 
under the heads of lights, harbour-dues, pilotage, &c. on ail 
vessels entering the ports or passing the coasts of Great Britain. 
This body of taxes came under the immediate notice of the Com- 
mittee, and their second report applies exclusively to the above- 
mentioned local duties. Those placed by law under the manage- 
ment of the Trinity House are the first to which the Committee 
have referred, The principles on which some of these taxes are 
levied appear to be erroneous and oppressive on the face of them. 
Although our lights were evidently established for the exclusive 
benefit of English commerce, foreign ships, which are not bound 
to any port of this kingdom, but which traverse the narrow seas 
as the common high road from one foreign country to anether, are 
not only, when driven by accident within the power of the British 
Aathorities by stress of weather or otherwise, subjected to a light- 
house tax, but they are charged double the amount of taxation 
payable by British merchantmen. The consequence of this, is 
twofold: it exposes British ships to an equivalent exercise of 
severity, when thrown upon the coasts ef foreign nations; and it 
so deters foreigners from approaching our shores or entering our 
harbours but ia the last extremity, that a large forcign expendi- 
ture is forfeited by our seaport towns, and many foreign ships 
are annually lost, with thousands of unfortunate mariners. But 
the amount of taxation raised by the Trinity House is as much 
objected to by the Committee as are the priociples on which it 
has been adjusted; and although some (indeed a small propor- 
tion) goes in charity, the pablic will be apt to agree with the 
Committee when they hear that fer the maintenance of the lights 
a sam is charged in account (and that enormously profuse) not 
exceeding 38,000!., while the sam raised in taxes is 90,000). 
The Corporation of the Trinity House are known to give. the 
bestdinners in the British empire: bot the actaal expenditure 
for co'lection and lighting is excessive, short thoagh it fal of 
the revenue of this ancient corporation. There is (acco:ding to 
the report) not sufficient regard te ecomomy in regulating the 


CROP MOROEO AE LEEEROLE 


IRL AEE ELA Ld dd Le A LALLA Le AAA LLL Ee ee 


wrereer 


disbursements incident to the maintenance of the lights, those 
under the Trinity House being kept up at a charge of 1,900). per 
annum each, while those in the north of the kingdom, under what 
is termed ‘* Northern Commission,” are kept at 650!. each per 
annum, The allowance for Commissiov, agency, &o., is very 
formidable, being no-less than 11,0001. a year. Many ch anges 
and reforms are recommenuded by the Committee, which, while 
they would relieve foreigners from more than half, and British 
ships from a large proportion of their burdens, would still provide 
amply for the wants of navigation, and for all the charitable 
and hospital purposes hitherto cmbraced by the funds of the 
Trinity House establishment. Ramsgate Harbour, and the 
mode in which its trustees have discharged their office, is next 
adverted to in this second report, ‘‘ The dues collected for sup- 
pert of this harbour are of an amount sufficient to press heavily 
on the shipping and commerce of this country; and have been a 
cause of serious complaint on the part of British and foreigu 
Ship-owers, nor, in the opinion of the Committee, without jas- 
tice.” This may be esteemed a tolerable summary of the judg- 
ment, formed after full investigation by a Committce of the 
House of Commons, as to the merits of the Ramsgate trust, 
Norcan we fiad materials in the vouchers referred to for im- 
pugaoing that sentence, however severe, It appears that all 
ships above a certain tonnage, passiag the coast, whether from 
east or west, are taxed for the maintenance ofthis harbour. It 
appears that the tax is levied indiscriminately, not merely on 
vessels which do not enter the port, bat on vessels whose dragght 
of water is so great, that they cannot-by possibility enter it. It 
appears that foreign ships capable of getting into Ramsgate are 
charged (whether they try to enter or not) twice over what 
British ships of the same tonnage are charged with; and that 
foreign vessels too large to find shelter ia Ramsgate are made 
to pay for the want of an.asylam quadruple what is demanded 
from British merchantmen fer the same offence |! 


It is further manifest, that with all their extortion, the trug- 
tees of Ramsgate harbour have been spending money faster thea 
they raised it; that a milionand a half, has been sunk in that 
vortex, and there will be required an additional 150,000.; that 
the regular annual outgoings of the trast exceed the revenue 
by 10 per cent,, and that the charges of management beat all we 
heard ofevenin the worst days of Irish prodigality, being no 
less than 26 per cent., or more than one fourth of the whole 
revenue! From the public virtue of Sir William Curtis, whois 
in his own person the “head add front” of this Ramsgate con- 
cero, we might have looked for better things ! 


The report concludes with some remarks of minor interest 
with respect to Dover harbour, the state of which is susceptible 
of some improvement, and its management of more or less 
reform. 


Londen October 22, 1822.—Opening of Drury Lane Theatre. — 
The Drury lane season commenced on Wednesday night. On 
the opening of the doors, considerable bustle prevailed, so 
great was the crowd, &nd so warm the contest for places. The 
magnificesce and comfort of the late improvements formed the 
general theme of admiration. On the rising of the cartain, the 
national anthem of “God save the King” was sang by ‘he 
performers. A repetition was demanded, which was promp\y 
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complied with. Ina a moment after Mr. Terry came forward, 
through the openiag in the newly-constrocted drop-cartaia. 
After a very warm reception, he spoke an Address, written for 
the occasion by G. Colman, Esq. 


Since Theatres so oft in this our time 

Are lauoch’d upon the town with solemn rhyme, 
Thoughts ready-made, to fit the theme are found, 
Like last year’s tanes on barrel-organs ground ; 
And Poets farbish, in the pathos style, 

Old tropes and figures for the new-bailt pile. 
The Sock and Buskia named, the Muses follow— 
The Opera always prefac’d with Apollo; 

But, Architecture’s claims when we enforce, 
Vitruvius and Palladio eome of course, 

Till, after along dance through Greece and Rome, ? 
To Dryden, Otway, Congreve, getting home, 
We end with Shakspear’s Ghost still hov’ring on our dome § 
Alas! how vainly will our modern fry 

Strive with the old leviathans to vie! 

How foolishly comparison provoke 

With lines that Johnson writ aud Garrick spoke; 
Abandon we a Strain, without more fuss, 

Which, when attempted, has abandon’d us; 

And let os guiltless be, however dull, 

Of murdering the “ sublime and beautiful.” 
Thus then our Manager, who scouts the fears 

Of pulling an Old House about his ears, 

Has spared of our late edifice’s pride 

The outward walls, and little else beside x 
Anxious bas been that labour to complete 

Which makes magnificence and comfort meet; 
Anxious that maltitades may sit at ease, 

And scantier numbers in no desert freeze — 

That ample space may mark the lib’ral plan, 

But never strain the eyes or ears of man. 

Look round and judge ;—his efforts are all waste, 
Ualess you stamp them all a work of taste; 

Nor blame him for transporting from his floors 
Those old offenders here —the two Stage-doors— 
Doors which have oft with burnish’d pannels stood, 
And golden knockers glitering in the wood, 
Which on their posts through every change remain’d, 
Fast as Bray’s Vicar whosoever reign’d; 

That served for palace, cottage, street, or ball, 
Used for each place, and out of place in all ; 
Station’d, like watchmen, who in lamplight sit, 
For all their business ef the night unfit. 

So much for visual sense ;—what follows next 

Is chiefly on the histrionic text :— 

And our Adventurer has toil’d to store 

His list of faveurites, with some favourites more ; 
Sought planets roving from their former sphere, 
And fixed, as stars, the brilliant wanderers here ; 
The Drary’s Luminaries added light, 

And made his sky with constellations bright. 
Rich the repast—and may, we trust, insure 

The custom of the scenic Epicure. 

E’en I, although among the last and least, 

May pass, perhaps, as garnish to the least. 

As for our living dramatists, if now 

The genuine Bays disdain to deck their brow, 
Still they can please, and as they’re dull, or clever, 
You patronize, or damn, the same as ever: 

For each degree of talent, after all, 

Mast here, by your decision, rise or fall, 


The School for Scandal was the play. Sir Peter Teazle 
was well represented by Mr. Terry, and Lady Teazle by Mrs. 
W. West. Mr, Dowton, after two years’ absence, appeared in 
the person of Sir Oliver surface : be was warmly received, and 
his performance deservedly applauded. Mr. Elliston’s Charles 
gurface was a correct, easy, and natural sketch. The other 
sbaracters were well supported. The afterpiece was the comic 
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opera of the poor Soldier, in which Madame Vestris took the 
Partof Patrick. 


Berlin, September 22.—A few days ago, at one in the morn- 
ing, a well-dressed young woman of 19, was fonnd in front of a 
house in this city, severely wounded in the head and one of her 
limbs. Sbe was removed to the Town-house. Upon inquiry, 
she was discovered to be the daughter of a respectable and 
wealthy citizen, who in consequence of missing her the day before, 
had published advertisements in the papers. According to the 
deposition made by the young woman, it appears that two mili- 
tary men accosted her in the evening as she was returning from 
seeing a friend; that notwithstanding she disengaged herself 
from them several times, they pursued her and carried her by 
force to one of their comrades, They then made propositions to 
her, contrary to ber honour, and on her refusal threatened violence, 
She had ghen no other recourse bat to leap from a window, the 
doing of which had thrown her into the state in which she was 
found. This affair has madea great sensation, and itis suppo- 
sed to have given occasion to a severe Cabinet order concerning 
the military. The three criminals will be severcly punished, par- 
ticularly if, asit is reported to-day, the girl is dead of ber wounds, 


Sun Fish.—A fish of this rather ancommon species was 
canght, abouta month ago, on the North of Shetland, and has 
been brought home by Captain Wilkinson, of the Greenland ship 
Mary Frances of this port, by whom, daring the past week, it 
has been politely shown toa number of curious visitors. The 
fish, according to Dr. Shaw, is a native of the European Seas, 
and from the singularity of its aspect has long since attracted the 
particular observation of naturalists, In general appearance it 
rather represents the head of some large fish than a complete ani- 
mal, the body being short and terminating abraptly on the hind 
part. Its skin is rough, and it is supposed to feed principally 
on shell fish. Doring the night, it exhibits a high degree of phos- 
phoric splendoar, from which, and its almost circular form, it has 
probably derived its mame, The present specimen is about 3 
feet 4 or 5 inches in length, and about 2 feet broad ; and its head 
bears no very distant resemblance to the countenance of an old 
man in a state of frightfal distortion. This fish is sometimes ob- 
served to lie onits side, upon the surface of the water, and, whea 
taken, it was in this situation. Ia the Northern seas it is said 
to arrive at a vast size, and to have been found 8 or 10 feet in 
length, and of the weight of 500 pounds.— Hull Advertiser. 

Cruelty Unparalleled. —On Monday last (Aug. 26th,) Charles 
Stephens was arraigned before Joshua T. Chase and Isaac Ly- 
man, Esqs., at Kittery-Point, charged with the murder of bis son, 
C. Henry Copely Stephens, aged nine years. It appeared in 
evidence before the Magistrates, that Stephens, recently an in- 
telligent ship-master, was in the frequent habit of abasing his 
wife and children. On Sanday morning the 2ist of July, he was 
heard by a neighbour at the distance of sixty rods to whip his 
wife severely ; her shricks were very loud, and his son Charles 
was heard to say, “I shall die; I shall die.” On Sunday, the 
Lith of August, the same persen heard him beat his son severely, 
who, after beseeching his father in vain for mercy, said, he 
“ wished God would take him out of the world that moment,” 
On Tuesday, the 6th instant, Stephens and his wife returned 
from Boston; at tea-table a quarrel arose between them, and he 
beat her severely. She disappeared soon after, and had not been 
found at the peried of the examination. (It has since been as- 
certained that she effected her escape to this town dreadfully 
mangled, and now lies secreted in the house of one of her friends) 
On Wednesday, the 13th instant, he gave his son several severe 
whippings witha rope, In the evening of that day a lad called 
on Stephens on an errand; his son went to the door, and ap- 
peared to be mach exhausted from the chastisement he had re- 
ceived. He has not since been seen, The day followidg the 
dwelling-house of Stephens was closed, the windows and doors 
fastened, and all attempts to gain admittance were ineffectugl 
though hislittle daughters were heard to cry and beg for the 
admission oftheir aunt, who was knocking at the doer. On 
Friday four persons only gained admittance, but they saw no- 
thing of the missing child. From the circumstances of the mys- 
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terious absence of Mrs, Stephens, and Charles not having been, 
seen since WedneSday, a suspicion arose that the latter had 
been murdered, Several persons accordingly watched near the 
house on Friday evening. Between eizbt and nine o’clock a 
man was seen in a boat making from a neighbouring wharf to 
the cove in front of Stephens’s house; have gained the shore, 
he went up to the house, and soon returned, bearing in his arms 
a burden, which he deposited in the boat, and sculled round the 
point out to sea, at first moderately, but afterwards very fast. 
The boat was on Saturday taken up, eight miles from land, and 
the painter, which was a chain, was gone. On Friday morning 
Stephens sent his little girl to the house of Mrs. Jane Seavey, at 
the distance of a mile end a haif, to inquire if she knew where 
Charles was. Mrs. Seavey observing that the child looked ill, 
asked what ailed her. The child was unable to tell, and Mrs. 
Seavey examined her body,.— Language is inadequate to describe 
the shocking picture which presentcd itself: the unfortunate 
little victim was so discoloured from her neck'to her heels, that 
the stoutest heart could not look upon ber unappalled. On her 
back and arms were several wounds, and on the abdomen a con- 
tusion which it was then feared would prove mortal, She was 
se much swollen and bruised that Mrs. Seavey was obliged to 
cut the linen from her back. The child is an unusually delicate 
girl of seven years. She testified that her father whipped her on 
Wednesday with arupe, at the same time he whipped Charles, 
whom he also beat with the tongs, saying “ he would fix him.” 
Tie little girl was immediately put under the care of physicians, 
and is likely to recover. On Sunday evening Siephen came to 
this town and entered a fictitious mame on the stage book for 
Boston, but was apprehended next morning. He has been com- 
mitted to York goal, to take his trial at the term of the Supreme 
Coust to be holden at Alfred, on Tuesday, next, Sept. 3,— 
Portsmouth (New Hamshire, United States) Journal. 


Nunnery in the West of England —The PiyMoutH Week Ly 
Gazette says— A mysterions sort of a paragraph having ap- 
appeared in several papers in this county, respecting the escape, 
re-capture, and forcible detention of a young lady in a nunnery 
in the West of England, we have made inquiries on the subject, 
conceiving it alladed to the establishment of that kind at Cox- 
side, near this town, and the following particulers may be de- 
pended upon as the cause which gave rise to the report :—One of 
the nans(not exactly a young lady, being on the verge of seventy), 
who has been afflicted with occasional mental derangement for 
last twenty years, whilst out airingin the garden, finding the 
gate open, went out, and was walking up the road, when she 
was met by a respectable gentleman of this town, who from the 
singularity of her dress and wildness of manner, spoke to her, 
and inquired where she was going. She replied, ‘to see her 
brother, the Duke.’ This answer convinced him that she was 
suffering ander mental derangement, and hein consequence in- 
formed the gardener of the establishment of the circumstance, 
who went in pursuit of, and found her, and with him she retarn- 
ed in the most peaceable manner, For the above, we have the 
authority of Mr. Tripe, the sargeon of the establishment, under 
whose care the lady in question now is; and we hope the editors 
of the journals who have inserted the paragraph to which we al- 
lode, will pablish this explanation.” By the way, Mr. Tripe 
(being an interested witness) is not the best authority on the 
subject. 


Mansion- House. — New and most Destructive mode of Fishing.— 
Five fishermen were brought before the Lord Mayor by Howell 
the water-bailiff, and Nelson his deputy, charged with having 
carried on a new, unlawful, and most destructive system of fish- 
ing in the river Thames. 


It appeared from the evidence that the Thames fishermen 
from Greenwich towards the Medway bave lately adopted a plao 
of fishing, which is calculated in a degree beyond all former 
example to thin the river of the broods of young fish. This 
system was described to be as follows :—A nomber of boats pro- 
wide themselves each with a wide-mouthed net of the shape of a 
drink net, and of extremely large dimensions, which are extended 
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as Much as possible by long iron rods attached to beams, which 
float aponthe surface. The boats thus accoutred lie.acrose the 
stream,and the mouths of the nets are held towards the approach- 
ing tide. The “take” is in consequence of this marshalling of 
the little fleet immense, the fishermen being by one night’s 
suceess enabled to combat with a month of adversity and con- 
demnation of nets and fines. Another temptation to this practice 
is soperadded—the fishermen may lie in their boats, and smokes 
their pipes, while the work of destraction is going on; and it is 
only necessary for them to appoint aclever scout to watch for 
“old Nelson,” the water bailiff, lest he should interrupt their 
labours ; the produce of whichis every day hawked about im 
Middlesex and Essex, and consists of young fish of every deserip- 
It was stated incidentally during the examination, that 
there is a species of fish amongst those so hawked abeut, which, 
if eaten without moderation, inevitably predaces “ cholera 
morbus.”” Nelson, as soon as he heard of the existence of the 
formidable fleet down the river, set sail with two men for the 
PUrpose of capturing them; bat the scout was true to his 


: Post, and the flect were informed of the motions of the enemy, 


by means of asort of telegraph. Before the arrival of the foe, 
all the nets were ina place of safety. Disguise was then resorted 
to, but Nelson’s boat was known. On Wednesday (Oct. 2) how- 
ever, Nelson got into a strange boat, and having put on ared 
coat, a cap, anda false nose, bore down apon the crews that 
lay below Greenwich, in a part called Bugsby’s Hole, busily 
engaged in making preparation for a “take.” But even ia 
that disguise he was recognized by one of the prisoners, who im 
mediately gave the alarm, and the nets were in a moment oat of 
the way. Ashout of derision was then set up at Nelson, who 
upon the spot swore that he weuld get hold of some of the “ bad 
ones” within forty-eight hours, and kept his word. The fisher- 
men calculated upon bis coming down upon them in some new 
disguise, and were on one occasion thrown into consternation at 
the appearance of an old woman who crossed the river witha 
sack of potatoes. They little expected that, old and infirm as 
the deputy is, he would pay them a visit on a stormy night; but 
he went into the neighbourhood late in the evening, and con- 
cealed him nntil midnight, when he sailed oat, and ran direct im 
upon the whole fleet in Bugsby’s hole. The nets were cat away, 
and the oars went to work, but Nelson dragged the river, and 
succeeded in getting six large nets into his possession before 
morning, after an infinite deal of labour. Having recognised the 
owners, he commanded them to appear before Lord Mayor, and 
his command on sach occasions is mostly obeyed implicitly, as 
they know how fruitless it is, and what they may expect, if they 
disobey. One of the fishermen did not appear, and a warrant was 
issued from his apprehension. 


The fishermen, in their defenee, declared that they were 
forced by their extreme peverty to make use of anlawfal nets. 
One of them stated that the parish bad purchased him his net im 
order to rid themselves of the burden of maintaining him. The 
man who had prevented Nelson from seizing the net, which was 
all he had in the world, said that berowed before, and not to warn 
theother fiishermen. The whole of them declared they were 
too poor to pay any fines, and that as Mr. Nelson had not only 
seized their nets, but also the whole of their ‘gear,’ anchors, &e., 
they must be utterly rained if their gear were taken from them. 


The Lord Mayor expressed his surprise at the infatuation of 
the prisoners in so pursuing a system which was manifestly to 
the injury of the body, as they destroyed the brood of the succeed- 
ing year. There coald belittle surprise at the complaints of the 
diminution of the breods of large fish, whilst the practices now 
complained of were carried on. It appeared that the temptation 
to the practices arose not so mach from any superior profit. but 
from tbe hours of idleness it afforded; for nearly as many 
full-sized and wholesome fish might, it was admitted, be taken 
with proper labour with lawfal nets. His Lordship felt it his 
duty to condemn the whole of the nets and all the gear and tag- 
kle attached tothem. He fined the fisherman whe gave intel- 
ligence of the approach of Nelson, 60s., in addition to the forfei- 
ture of his tackle, 
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Foreign Crave of the Country. 


REPORT. 


The Select Committee appointed to consider of the maintaining and 
improving the Foreign Trade of the Country, and to report their opinion 
and observations thereupon to the House, have parsuant to the Order of 
the House, examined the matters to themreferred; and have agreed to 
the following Report : 


(Ordered to be printed July 23, 1822.) 


Ta the first Report presented by this Committee, allusion was made 
tovarions burthens that appeared to press upon the Navigation and 
Commerce of the Country, under the denominations of Lights, Harbeur 
Dues, Pilotage, &c.: and although the iutention of your committee to 
examine these under their several heads, was postponed, by the iuter- 
position of matters that seemed to require more immediate atteution, 
your Committee felt anxious, at as early a period as possible, to take up 
the consideration of them, from a conviction that they not only were 
matters of importance in themselves, but that their importance was 
greatly augmented by their relation to other measares, by which it was 
hoped to extend the Foreign commerce of the country, to the success of 
which the dimiontion of the charges, both on our own shipping, and 
those of Foreiga States visiting our coasts, was an indispensabie ‘preli 
minary. 

To these subjects, therefore, your committee, upon its appointment 
in the present Session, applied its attention ; and selected, as the first 
objects of their investigation, the Light Dues, Trinity Dues, Ballastage, 
Sarplus Pilotage and the Ramsgate and Dover Harbour Dues, which 
formed, Th their aggregate, the principal part of the burthens alluded to, 
and which farnished grounds of complaint, in their bearing both on Bri- 
tish and Foreign shipping, as weil on accownt of the amount to which 
they were levied, as the manner in which the levy of them was made. 


The points to which the attention of your Committee has been di 
rected, in their consideration of these dues, were, the authority ander 
which payments were exacted from British aud Foreign shipping ; the 
amount to which they were exacted; the purposes to which the receipts 
were subsequently applied ; andthe means afforded of affecting a re- 
daction of them, without injary te the public objects for which they were 
imposed, 

These dues, your Committee have fornd, are collected in part nn- 
der the anthority of Acts of Parliament, in part by ancient custom, but 
to the greatest amount under particular pateuts issuing from the Crewn, 

By the former authority have been established the Dover and Rams- 
gate Harbour dunes, the charges for Pilotage, for Ballastage, and the 
duesin the port of London, aud the Lights ander the management of the 
Northern Commissioners, constituted expressly for this purpose. By 
the same authority, also, have been established a part of the Lights un- 
der the jurisdiction of tbe Trinity Corporation. The remainder, as well 
as the establishments of Lights generally on varions parts of the coast, 
granted to individuals, are established and maintained under the autho- 
rity of patents from the Crown. Inthe Acts respecting lights, as also in 
the respective patents, are set forth reasons for erecting each particular 
light, aud the sams to be collected on shippivg, for the purpose of 
defraying the expenses of erecting aud maintaining it. 

As the greatest proportion of the light daes, incommon with other 
dues of inferior amount levied upoo shipping, is coliected and adminis- 
tered by the Corporation of the Trinity House, vonr committee have 
been led to inquire into the constitution and objects of this ancient 
and respectable corporation, the trusts assigned to it, and the manner in 
whick those trusts have been fulfilled, 


It appears, that as early as the reign of Henry the 7th, an associa- 
tion existed, consisting, as it is termed, of shipmen and mariners, for 
the purpose of piloting ships and vessels belonging to the Crown, as weil 
as ail description of merchant ships; bat what remuneration was receit- 
ed for this service, and what, if any proportion of it was assigned to 
charitable purposes, does not appear, 


In the reign of King Heaory the 8th, the Society was first incorpo- 
rated by a Royal Charter, bearing date the 20th of May, 1514, granted 
to the shipmenand mariners of the realm, giving them authority to 
erect aud establish a guild or fraternity, as well of men as of women, in 
the parish churchof Deptford Strond, in the county of Kent: the Char- 
ter provided for the due government of the guild, and ecastody of its 
possessions, by giving power to the Brethren to appeiata master, war- 
dem, and assistants; it gave powers to make laws and statutes amongst 
themselves, for the relief increase and augmentation of the shipping of 
England, tolevy pains, subsidies, &c, on offenders, to the master, warden 
and assistants, and their successors, to acquire lands and tenements to 
a certain amount, to maintain a chaplain, and to do and perform other 
acts of piety, and to the community generally to enjoy all the franchises 


sod privileges, shipmen aud marivers of the realm have used and enjoy- 
ed, 
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This charter received snecessive confirma tions by Edward the 6ths, 
Queen Mary, and Queen Elizabeth. In the Act of the 8th of Qu en 
Elizabeth, after a oreamble, reciting the object of the incorporation of 
the Society, and its duties of general supervision of the buoys, beacons 
and ballestage, it is enacted, that the Corporation of the Trinity House 
may, at their own cost, make, erect, and set up any beacons and signs 
for the sea, on such places of the sea-shore, or uplands near the sea- 
coast, or forelands of the sea, only for ¢ea-muarks, as to them shall seem 
meet. The Act goes on to make it penal to disturb those marks, and al- 
so authorizes the master to license mariners torow on the Thames. In 
the year 1596, Queen Blizabeth cranted te the Corporation the lastage 
and ballastage of all vessels woon the river Thames, surreadered for 
the purpose by the then Lord High Admiral, Lord Howard, together 
with ali the rights held by him in virtue of his office, of making, placing 
and erecting hnoys, sigas and beacons for the sea, with all fees and ad- 
vantages therennoto belonging. This was followed by a charter from 
her saccessor, James the Ist, which is groanded upon defects in preced - 
ing patents and grants, and the want of a sofficient authority to govern 
themselves, and all other seafaring men and apprentices; and directs, 
that from the guild shall be elected one master, four wardens, and eight 
assistants, These thirteen persons are directed to elect 18 other persons 
to be added to the guild, ont of the whole company of seamen and ma- 
riners, making together 31 persons ; the successors of whom are tobe 
called elder brethren, and all the rest of the seamen and mariners be- 
longing to the guild, and their successors, to the called younger brethren. 
Such was the constitation of the Corporation under the charter of 
James the First ; and snch is its form at the present day. Tudé Journals 
of the Honse of Commons contain many entries relating to the Corpora- 
tion, to which reference is made in the years 1643—1644—1047: ia 
which lastvear the charter of James was dissolved, the members dis- 
persed, and the management of the affairs of the Corporation was trans- 
ferred to a select Committee, and by that Committee was condacted till 
the vear 1659, when the surviving members of the Corporation re-assem- 
bled and acted jointly with the Committee; after which Parliament 
nominated a master and a second warden, (one being still surviving), 
and filled ap the number of wardens, assistants and elder brethren. 
The restoration followed; and in the course of a few months 
after the return of Charles the Qd, the charter of the Corporation 
was renewed. By this charter the Duke of Albemarle was declar- 
ed master, fonr wardens were appointed, the deputies and assistant 
named, and the forms of election described; by it also is granted 
to the Corporation the power ef appointing and regulating Pilots 
and Loadsmen into and ont of the river Thames; and all ancient 
profits, dues’ and does, which at any time before, by lawfal usage, 
prescription or enstom, they had received or taken by way of Load- 
manage, or Pilotage, are vested in the guild, the amount of which 
is described to be, for Loidmanage or Pilotage, two shillings in every 
20s. ; one shilling ia every 10s; eight-pence for every 6s; and two 
pence for primage, for every man who shall serve as a mariger, and 
return into the river Thames or portof London, In prescribing the 
application of the certain receiptssarising uader the granta made, it says 
“they shall be to the ase and commodity and prefit of the said guild, 
fraternity or brotherhood, and for the purposes of repairing of the Trini- 
ty Honse and Alms Honses, and for the finding of certain persons, bre~ 
thren, and the wives of brethren, of thesaid guiild, fraternity or brother- 
hood, which are fallen into decay misery, poverty and need ; and also 
for relief of other poor mariners or seafaring men, such as by them or 
their snecessor shall be thonght meet aod necessary therewith to be 
relieved. 


Except by the general directions in the Charter of Henry 8th, in 
respect to performing works of piety, this is the first public authority 
by which the application of any of the receipts ef the Corporations dis- 
tinctly defiued and described. 


Notwithstanding the Act of the 36th ef Elizabeth, it appears, 
that a grant had been made by letters patent in the year 1672, of the 
right of pallastage, to Colonel Carlos, which having been litigated by 
the Corporation, was surrendered and restored to them, and further con- 
firmed by a grant of King Charles the 2d, in 1675, which was intended 
to put and end to doubts respecting the soil and wasted grounds to 
the river belonging ; and it farther grants the rights of ballasting all 
vessels passing between London Bridge and the sea, and the fees, per- 
quisites, and advantages thereunto belonging, for the use and benefit 
of the poor aforesaid and to noother use intent or purpose whatsoever, 


a short time before the demise of Charles the 2d, the Corporation 
of the Trinity House, in imitation of many other Corpagations, and 
in proof ef their loyalty and devotion to their Sovereign, surrendered 
into his hands their Charter, which was re-granted to them by his suc- 
cessor in the year 1635, and is the Charter under which the Corporation 
at present enjoys aud exercises its several rights, 


This Charter, after declaring the purpose of the Corporation, ap- 
points a Master, Wardens, and Assistants, and eighteen elder Brethren 
by wame, prescribes the form ef election, aud declares that all the rest 
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ef the seamen and mariners belonging to the guild and fraternity, shall 
be called younger Brethren. Amongst other duties it declares, that the 
Masters, Wardens, and Assistants of the Corporation shall examine 
and certify the abilities and fitness of such children of the New Royat 
Foundation in Christ’s Hospital, whe are, or shall be admitted, aad in- 
itiated into the practice of the Art of Navigation. Then follows the 
power of appointing Pilots and Loadsmen in and ont of the river, sub- 
ject to the approval of the Lerd High Admiral. The grant of the anci- 
eat fees of Loadmanage and Primage, as defined by the Charter of Charles 
2d; the power of holding Courts for the affairs of the Corporation, and 
after declaring that the profits of the Court are to be kept to and for the 
use of the Corporation, for the better maintenance and preservation there 
of ; prescribes by a subsequent section, “that all sums of money re- 
teived by decrees, orders, agreements, fines, aud forfeitures, or other- 
wise, &c., shalt be for the use of the guild, for repairing the Trinity 
Hoose and Aims Houses sitnate in Deptford Strond, and for finding of 
certain poor persons, brethren, and the wives of brethren of the said 
guild, which shall have fallen into decay, misery, poverty, need, or 
hereafter shall fortune to fall into decay, misery, poverty, and need, 
and also for relief of other poor maripers aud seafaring men, and other 
public purposes,” 

Tt coacludes with confirminga fermer exemption to the Master, 
Wardens, and Assistants of the Corporation from the service of the 
Militia and various civil duties, and given them powers in certain cases 
therein specified. 


Under these Charters, the only monies granted to the Corpora- 
tion appear to be those arising from ballastage and Jastage, and by 
decrees, orders, agreements, fines, forfeitures, or otherwise, the ap- 
plication of which is strictly defiued and prescribed by the grant of 
King Charles 2d, and the Charter of James 2d. last adverted to and 
the ballastage since regulated by Act of Parliament, 1 and 2 George 
4ib. 

The surplas pilotage, which is a collection of extra pilotage on fo. 
feign vessels entering our ports, is grauted by the 52d of George 3d, c. 
59; the produce of which is directed by the 59th section to be applied to 
the relief and support of such Pilots as shall have become iacapable of 
discharging tveir duty, from age, accident, or permanent infirmity. 


The Act of the 2d George 3d, gives the power of licensing boats on 
the River Thames, and directs that certain monies received ander its 
authority, shall be applied towards the relief of the poor of the Corpera- 

ou. 
. By these Acts and Charters, whieh give to the Corperation the pow. 
er of ievying monies, the application of the surplas of the monies so levied 
(atter providing for the necessary expenditure) to charitabie uses is alone 
expressly authorised and directed. 

It will be observed, that among these, the Light Daes, the priacipal 
source of the receipts of the Trinity Corporation, are not mentioned. Of 
these a comparatively small part is collected under Acts of Parliament, 
the remainder under Patents granted by the Crown, upon the petition 
offering to pay certain snus fur the erection of Lights; which dues the 
Crown authorises the Corporation to receive, as a compensation fer the 
erection aud maintenance of the Lights required. 


This is the language of all the patents, and in them, wiih a single 
exception, no other object whatever appears to be contemplated. 


Having enumerated the collections falling npoo the shipping of the 
country, made nnder the authority of the Trinity Corporation as beiug.— 


Ist. Light Dues. 

2d. Lastage and Ballastage. 

3d. Trinity Dues, comprehending Buoyage, Beacouage, Loadma, 
page and Primage. 

4th. Surpins Pilotage, and Fees on the granting an anunal renewal 
of Pilot warrants. 

Your Committee will proceed to notice them in their respeetive or- 

oder, with such observations.as occar either ou the collections them. 
selves, or on the management apd administration of them:—they 
will begin with the most important one, that of the Light Dues. 

Of the varions Light Houses erected, and Floating Lights eatablish- 
ed, for the accommodatien of shipping (about 55 in number,) uot less than 
20 of the establishments, exhibiting 30 Lights, are under the manage- 
meant of the Corporation of the Triuity House. 


The Acts ef the Sth and 36th of Elizabeth, which gave to the Corpo- 
ration the right o. erecting at their own cost, beacons, marks, and signs 
for the seas, if extending to the erection of Light Houses, have never 
heen considered as conveying any power to levy atoll ou shipping, for 
their maintenance. The collections for Light Houses, therefore, have 
been all established, either under the anthority of special acts of the 
Legislature, which are very few in number, or of patents granted by 
the Crowo, founded oa petitions of individuals desiring their erection, 
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and proposing certain payments in consideration of it, which they the 
petitioners consent to the collection of, as well from British ships, as 
those of foreign states ; these differ in amount according to the respee. 
tive Lights, bat are alinost in every case, double upon the Foreign ship, 
Whatever were the grounds of policy on which this distinction was 
orginally made, the reasons for now continning it, aypearto your Com. 
mittee to be very questionable. It will hardly be contended, that iu the 
erection of Light Honses on the British coast, there was any other view 
than the benefit of British navigation, or that the convenience and safety 
of the foreigner, except when entering our ports for the purposes of 
trade, was av object in contemplation ;—if, therefore, in passing along 
the sea, Foreign navigation may incidentally derivean advantage from 
them, whieh it is out of our power to withhold, it does not seem to afford 
a very satisfactory plea for taking the opportunity of subjecting it, when. 
ever brought within our power, toa severe taxation atonce heavy ia 
amount, enforced by detention, and aggravated by the exaction ofa 
prospective aud retrospective payment, which has the effect of deter. 
ing Foreign ships from entering eur ports for shelter, except in cases of 
extreme necessity, and been the cause of their being frequently exposed, 
not only to damage and peril, but occasionally to the destruction of the 
vesseT, and the sacrifice of the lives of those who were unfortunate 
enough to be ou board, That this is the fact, that it isin » great degree 
attributable to the cause above stated, and the amount of the heavy du. 
ties inhespitably levied in our ports, from all Foreiga vessels, whether, 
approaching for trade, or seeking shelter ander stress of weather, or 
accidental emergency, your Committee entertaia the strongest belief, 
derived from a variety of testimony received by them, to which they beg 
especially to direct the attention of the House; and they do this not only 
in reference to the obvious consideration of humanity, buat in reference 
also to the actual loss sustained by the country, and the advautages that 
would accrue toit, partly from the increased amount of duties collected, 
and still more from the expenditure of Foreign shivs entecing the various 
ports of this country, if there resort to it was enconraged by a dimiau. 
tion of those charges which now operate so powertully to avert it, 


The first Light erected ander the management of the Trinity-house 
was iu 1630, subsequent to the erection of several Lights by individuals, 
to whom patents for the purpose had been granted by the Criwa ; since 
this time, various others have been erected, foar of which are under 
special Acts of Parliament. 


The mode of granting patents bas been already adverted to, It ig 
apon the prayer of the Trinity House to the Crown, grounded aya 
the petition of individuals, soliciting the erection of a Light, and offer. 
ing the payment of certain does for its maintenance, when erected, 
The general wish of the trade, is presamed on the part of the Crown, 
which accordingly authorizes the erection of the Light, and the colleeti. 
on of the dues proposed from British and Foreign shipping, for the eg. 
tablishment and maintenance of it. 


Your Committee do not question the diseretion with which the pow. 
er of the Crown has been exercised, in the several instances of autho. 
rising the erection of Lights, or the utility of those which have been 
established ia virtwe of it; bat they feel it their duty to call the obsere 
vation of the House to the specified purpose, for which alone the right 
of receiving duties from British or Foreiga shipping is conceded; name. 
ly, to compensate for the erection and maintenance of the Lights in 
question Thatthe amonnt of such duties should be measured by the 
necessary expenditure for that purpose, will not be disputed, and appears 
to your Committee to be confirmed by the circumstance of no surplas 
(except in a single instance) being contemplated, and no appiication of 
it being directed. If, therefore, these dues impose upon the shipping of 
the country a barthea much greater than by the specific purpose for 
which they were authorized, is renderedin any degree necessary, your 
Committee conceive to be contrary to the intention with whieh sneha 
impost was laid, and affording a fair claim to reliefon the part of come 
mercialinterests that are affected by it. Your Committee have annexed 
retaras from the Trinity House, showing the establishment, expenditure 
and receipt of each Light, under the mana ement of that C rporation, 
They do not feel it necessary, in this place, to dwell upon the details 
they furnish. It is sufficient to state, that, assuming the correctness of 
the papers delivered in by the Trinity House, they find the sum coliee. 
ted from shipping for 23 Lights, has been about 90,090). npon the ave. 
rage of the years 1818, 1819, and 1820, while the sums necessary for 
their maintenauce (iaclading the commission paid on collection, amoan. 
ting to about 11,0001.) has amounted to about 33,600). leaving an ane 
nual surplus oa the dues of these Lights only, of net less than 52,0001, 


The proportions which the expenditure bears to the receipts, must 
vary in respect to the different Lights from circumstances peculiar to 
each. In the older established Lights, a large surplus might mot have 
been foreseen, aod may be fairly assigoed to the great increase of one 
commerce and shipping ; bat that sapposition will not apply to the sur. 
pins arising upon any of those which have been erected at a re. 
cent period, of the probable receipts, as well as expenses alten ling 
which, anear estimate might have been formed at the period the appli. 
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cation for the patents was preferred, and which, stands, therefore, on a 
different ground, But whether, originally, the dues were not more than 
might be necessary, and have since, from circumstances, become so, or 
whether they were calcnlated witha view to asurpius, they appear now 
to be greatly beyond the ostensible purpose for which they were grauted, 
or which any contingencies connected with the maintenauce of the 
lights, and the advantage of navigation, can reader necessary, this is 
shewn by the accumulation of a fand from the sarplog collection, and the 
rents of estates, amounting to a sam, the income arising trom which 
is stated at 10,0001. per annum. Ofthe manger in which this sarpins 
so created has been applied, in by far its greatest part, your Commit. 
tee feel it right to express their approbation. Tt has been distribated in 
small portions to seafaring persons, or those connected with them, re- 
duced to a state of distress and poverty, in vations parts of the king- 
dom, and may be considered as having gone so far in reliefof the but- 
dens that might otherwise have fallen upon the community for the 
maintenance of such persons; and though there may be appearances, in 
the distribution, of partiality to certaip viaces, which are explained 
in the evidence of Mr. Court, your Committee do not think them 
sufficient to induce them to withhold the expression of ayprobation 
they have already applied, to the mode in which the distribation 
of this fund is generally conducted. The question is less as to the 
application than to the principle on which the surplus referred to 
is collected, and whether for the purposes of sach a distribution, 
Meritorions as it may be, a large sum onglit to continne so to be 
directly levied on the shipping, either of this country or of fo. 
reiguers, oppressive as it not only is to our shipping directly, but pro. 
ductive of restrictions and imposts upon it in foreign ports, highly 
injarious to onr Commercial interests, and avowedly dependent on the 
eontinnance of this, together with other distinctions unfavourable to 
foreign wavigation, 


Tn order to form some opinion of the extent to which the collection 
of the swms for light dues, and other purposes, may be reduced, con- 
sistently with a sufficient provision for the security of the objects for 
which they were intended, it will be necessary to advert, not only to 
the duties themselves; but to the expenses attending the establishments 
required for their collection and management, ‘hese. establishments 
are to be found in almost every port, and appear to your Committee 
to be placed on a scale mach beyond what a fair remuneration for the 
services performed can require. In most cases, the collection at the 
Sut-ports isintrusted tothe Collector of the Customs; it is enforced 
by hisauthority as such, it appears seldom to have been questioned 

- (though sometimes evaded), and is attended with little additional troa- 
ble or expense to that officer, except perhaps at Deal, a place peculiarly 
circumstanced. It appears too, from the evidence, that at various 
places the duties could be performed by respectable persons, ander 
ample seenritv, for two anda halfor five per cent. on the collection ; 
whereas. ont of TI places,at which collectors are established, no less 
than 5Qappear to receive a remuneration of 29 per cent. (making a to- 
tal of about 11.000¢. per annum), in addition to other avpointments, as 
aceats for light houses, commissioners of pilots, supervisers of pensions 
collectors ofsarnins pilotage, &c. ; the emoluments of which are equal- 
ly derived from charges upon the shipping. 


Your Committee think it their doty particnlarly to call the atten. 
tion of the House to the mannerin which the collection of the dues is con- 
@acted in London, as dvesciibed in the evidence of Mr. Court and Vr, 
Reade, to the amount of the emolaments the distribution of fees to offi- 
@ers and the separation of offices and collectors, where a single office, 
With the addition of one clerk, itis admitted would be sufficient, by which 
ab annual saving of about 4.500'. might be made, and an inconvenience 
te which those are subject by whom the dues are paid, in a great mea- 
dures avoided) Your Committee alinde to the appointments held and 
duties discharged by Mr, Butterfield, Mr. Read, Mr. Welstead and Mr. 
Harding ; the duties performed by the three latter having been formerly 
intrusted te a single person. 


The commission paid by the Trinity Corporation, in the year 1818, 
for the collection of the light and Trinity dues, surplus pilotage, &c, in 
the port of London alone, amonnted to no less asum than about 5,200), 
while the total amount of commission, for collecting the same duties 
andef this anthority in the different parts of the kingdom amounted, 
for that year to about 16,0001, 


Detailed information, on these poiots, will be found ia the examina. 
tions of the officers of the Corporation, and particularly of Mr. Court, 
the secretary, 


Next tothat for the lights, your Committee have directed their 
attention to the cellection under the head of Ballastage, grauted in the 
manner already stated, and continued by 2d Geo. 4, the revenue of which 
ia expressly directed to be applied: to the relief of decayed seamen their 
wives, widows and orphans, This department is. under the superinten. 
dence of two elder brethren, (chosen by rotatiou, and whose attendance 
da stated to be constant), aud consists ef a chief clerk and establishment 
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of clerks, rnlers, watermen, and ballastmen, The annua! aggregate 
receipt for ballastage is abont 26,000), and the expenditure, inde 
pendent of escablishment, 19 900L.. Tie establishment amounts to aout 
3.3091 per annem, leaving a net balancé of 3,000). ont of which about 
1.0008. is annually acvropriated to distressed bailastmen, their wives aud 
widows, and children df ballastmen. The charges on British ships vary 
according tothe service in which they are engaged; no preference is 
giveo in the sunply of ballast, exceot in the ease of transports and, King’s 
shins; all others ships, whether Fereigu or British, receive their bal 
last in their proper tarns; but the charge on Foreign ships is considera, 
bly higher than on British vessels. 

Moech has heen stated to your Committee to have been effected by 
the attention of this department, in favour of Navigation, by the clear» 
ing the passage ofthe River Thames. Your Committee have no reason 
to question that, or any part of the performance of the dnties assigned 
toit; at the same time, considering the mature of those duties, the 
number of lighters, and of individuals attached to them, wiiose services 
are to be directed and superintended, it does appear to your Committee, 
that an establishment at the Trinity House, maintamed at such am anova) 
cost, is more than is required, and might admit of reduction, 


The Trinity dnes, including the charges for bnoyage, beacona 
loadmanage, and primage, formed the next head of examination, 
These are regniated under the 36th of Elizabeth, and the Charter of 
James 2. No specific appropriation is to be fonnd, except what. m 
be collected from the 63d sect ion of the last mentioned Charter, which 
directs the application of monies received by decrees, erders, agres- 
ments, fines, forfeitures, or otherwise, to the repairing of, the Trinity 
House, alms-house, &c. and the relief of peor brethien, their wives 
and poor seafaring men. The charge made on, Foreign ships does net 
appear to be authorized by any Act, Charter, or Patent, and the amount 
on British shipping exceeds considerably the rate sanctioned by the 
€harter under which it is collected. 


The daty attached to this grant is that of taking care of the bnogs 
and. beacons; the anoval average expense of which, to the Corporation, 
appears to be about 5,0001. The annual gross income, to be upon au 
average of the five years, as by an account in the appendix, abont 
13.0001.; and the commission allowed for receiving it has, in some 
years, amounted to about 1,0001. which according to Mr. Court’s evie 
dence, is divided between the secretary and clerks of his office, in ad- 
dition to regular salaries, besides gratuities and other allowances, leav. 
ing a net income of about 42,0001, applicable to the purposes above 
stated. Your Committee is not aware ofa snfficient reason to warrant 
the charges made on shipping of any description, not being stuetly 
confined to the amonnt allowed by Charter snd Acts of Pariament, 
and is of opinion, that the commission npon the receipt of the Trinity 
dues might be saved, as they can becollected with other daties at the 
Trinity House. The sum annually collected from Foreen ships for 
Trinity dnties, after dednctit¢g the cemmission of co ection, has 
been very considerable ; the anthoritvy under which it has been eolp 
lected, as well as the appropriation of it, is that of arcient custom 
It forms, in its application, a principal part of the remuneration of 
the elder brethren. In consequence of the finetnations of trade, 
the collection was varied much in amonnt; in 1810. :¢ was 22,360/; 
in 1818 it was reduced to about 10.000; and has since been materi, 
ally lessened. The appropriation is described to tak« place ander the 
name of El‘er Turns, and, according to long usage, in the following 
manner : —The sum collected is divided among the elder brethren genes 
rally; the balance of the shares of those who take no active part in the 
bosiness of the Corporation, and are therefore distinguished as honorary 
elder brethren, after deducting the fines for their non-attendance, is 
carried to the general fund of the Corporation ; the remainder, with the 
addition of those fines, is divided, among the acting members, amount- 
ing, as stated in the evidence noon the average of twenty vears, to about 
$00, per anonm to each member. To this sum, mast be added the emo- 
luments attached to their sitnations, when members of committees ; to 
more than one of which, however, no elder brother can belong, except 
the deputy master, who acts as chairman in the committees for lights 
and for pilotage, Your Committee cannot advert to the remuneration 
received by the senior members of the Corporation. withont feeling it 
incumbent npon them to direct the attention of the House to the duties 
of various kinds assigued to them, which will be found detailed in the 
evidence given by Mr. Money ; they are stated to consist in the saperin. 
tendence and management of the lights—the placing of buoys and bea- 
cons—the insnection of the coasts and harboars-——the care of the nayi- 
gation of the Thames — the examining into the proficiency of boys edn. 
cated for the naval service—the ascertaining of the qualifications of 
masters and pilots (duties of great importance to the maritime interests 
of the kingdom) and, in addition to these, the sitting.»s assessors to the 
Judge of the Admiralty Court, which is mentioned by Lord Stowell as a 
function most essential to the administration of justice relating to 
maritime cases. His Lordship bears also the highest testimony to the 
manner in which it is performed, and the assistance he has derived from 
it in-his judicial situation, It is not therefore from any disposition to 
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question the propriety of a remuneration to the elder brethren forthe appropriated to, and found snfficient for the support of other lights, 
valaable services performed by them, that your Committee are induced : which, althongh it perhaps might not lead to a perfectly accurate con- 
to make any observation npon these payments ; they acknowledge the $ clusion, might still materially assist them in formiog a judgement. 
jastice of the title of those who devote their time and attention to the ; 
public service, to fair and liberal remuneration in this as well as other 3 
: 
N 
‘ 
. 
,. 








The actual exvenditare including commission, as stated iu the ac- 
connts of 1818, 1819, and 1820, amonats to abont 38,0001; the income 


cases ; but they think it desirable it should be taken from the general } to abont 90,0000. leaving asarplus, amounting to about 52.0001, 


fund of the Corporation to some fixed amount, (which it may be recol- 
lected from the testimony of Mr. Money has been the wish of the mem- 
bers of the Corporation themselves,) rather’ than be farnished by the 
application of a particular collection, of uncertain extent, derived ex. 
clusively from Foreign shipping and forming one of those distinctions 
which, upon reciprocal favour being shown to British shipping in Foreign 
countries, your Committee are of opinion it is most expedient should be 
abrogated. 


This expenditare apnears to your Committee to be much augmented 
beyond its necessary amount, by a want of proper attention to economy 
in regalating the disbursements incident to the maintenance of the 
lights, by the allowance of an excessive commission and agency, and 
other things which would, if restrained, rgduce it very considerably, and 
proportionably increase the snrplus. The sum calenlated as above, at 
per light, without charging the lights with any share of the general ex- 
penses of the establishment on Towerhill amonnt nyon 29 light establish- 
Ments, to about 1,900]. each, amongst which, however, 9 floating lights 
(attended with an expense greater than those on shore, and which theres 
fore increase the average) are inelnded. Froma damp arative state- 
ment of the expenditure on account of the Northern Lights, as given in 
the evidence of Mr. Stephenson, and to which the Committee beg to 
refer, it appears that the number of light.establishments ander the ma- 
nagement of the Northern Commission is 14; that the amount of the 
due annually collected, is about 23,0001. ; that the maintenance of each 
light establishment, inclading all repairs, amounts to about 650/; the 
residne of the receipts being applied to the general establishment of the 
Northern Commissioners; and the surplus fand to paying off the loans 
and meeting the general contingencies. 


The next head to which your Committee directed its examination, 
was that of Surplus Pilotage ; —this is levied ander the 52 Geo. 3, and 
in the proportion of }onthe amount of the pilotage of every Foreign 
vessel. The object of it is to establish a fund for the relief of pilots who 
shall have become incapable of discharging their duty, from age, ac- 
cidefts, or permanent infirmity. The annual amount of collection upon 
an average of years since the rate was imposed (the interest upon the 
fund already created vielding abont 2,600]. per annum), is abont 6000), 
The annual demand for the objects of the charity npon that fund, does 
not appear to exceed 1,500!. ; and as the permanent annnal income 
apén the capital exceeds the expenditnre by nearly 1,0001., as the in- 
tention of the Act appears to be snfficiently provided for, there does 
not appear any reason why this tax npon Foreign shipping shonld be 
continued, except in respect to that of such countries as refuse to re- 
move from British shipping every unfavourable distinction in their ports. 

By the authority of the same Act, a sum of three guineas is annn- 
ally collected from each of the London Trinity pilots, and of two guineas 
from each of those at the out-ports, which is required from them for the 
annual renewal of their licences. The average of the collection is about 
2.0001. whieh appears to be appropriated in part to the remuneration 
of the elder brethren who compose the pilotage committee in London, 
and of the sub-commissioners of pilots residing in the out-ports, and in 
part to defraying the expenses of carrying the Act into execution. 
The-e, your committee are of opinion, may admit of and require re- 
duction, particularly the establishment at Gravesend. Fur the details 
on this head, they desire to refer to the account produced by the Cor- 
poration, which will be found in the Appendix, 


The fees arising from the licensing of certain boats, to enable them 
to be employed on the riser Thames, were granted to the Trinity House 
by the 2d of Geo 3d; no particular application of the fee is enjoined by 
the Act ; but the amountof fines and penalties levied under ut, are di 
rected to be applied tothe charitable purposes of the Institution; the 
fees are of small amount ;it appears from the evidence of Mr. Court 
that a larger sum thau that authorised by the Act, is usually received 
on licerses being granted ; the whole is divided amongst the clerks ot 
the establishment. The receipt of the increased sum, appears to 
your Committee to be an abuse which onght to be corrected, and they 
trust that the Trinity Corporation will pnt an end toit; and your Com- 
mittee cannot help here observing, how mach preferable it would be, 
that all the officers and clerks of the establishment should, in any tuture 
arrangement, be paid by adequate and ostensible salaries from the ge. 
neral fands of the Corporation, than bya mattiplicity of emoluments 
under different names, which elude observation, and make the real 
amount of their receipts diffieult to be ascertained. 


In considering the reductions that may be advisable, vour Commit- 
tee beg to disclaim all wish to trench upon those funds which are raised 
under theauthority of Charters or Acts of the Legislature, and have beea 
charitably destined, in their application, to the relief of that valuable 
body of men, to whose services their conntry is so highly indebted. 
These funds, in their aggregate average, amount to about 16,0001. per 
annum, and will be further angmented, should the establishments of the 

“Ballast Offive, and expences attending the Pilot Act, undergo the re- 
duction of which Committee think they are susceptible, and the large 
commission on collecting the Light and Trinity duesin London, be dis- 
continued, in pursuance of the recommendation of your Committee. 


The coliections for lights starfd ona different footing. Tie patents 
must be supposed to presume, that what is imposed om the snbject, is 


For the purpose of supplying this expenditure, each ship which 
passes any one light, is subject to a payment for the whole, amounting 
to two-pence per register ton, or about one eighth part of a penny per 
ton per light. This collection is sufficient, not only for the purposes of 
the actnal maintenance of the lights, bat so far exceeds them, thata 
fund has been created, which has already liquidated a part of the heavy 
ineumbrances to which they are snbject, and which will, ina moderate 
time, liquidate the whole, and produce a fund adequate te the necessary 
support of the lights, from which time all charge on navigation, on this 
account, is to be at an end. 


Your Committee are aware, that the different modes of collecting 
the dues for these respective lights, make an accurate comparison very 
difficult ; and that the same rate, if collected at per light only op 
the lights actnally passed, would not be by any means so produc- 
tive atit nowis, and perhaps not much more than cover the actual 
expense; thatin such acase, a higher collection per light wonld be 
necessary to provide for that, as well as the contingencies. But they 
are not conscious of any circumstances that should render the expense 
of maintaining and attending the lights under the mangement of the 
Trinity Corporation, so much larger than that for the lights under the 
management of the Northern Commissioners, which is evident, even 
with a reasonable allowance for the increased expenses incident to the 
maintenance of the floating lights. 
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From the Retdrns made to your Committee, it appears that there 
are several Lights, viz. Fiatholm, Smails. Fern, Longships, Mamble 
Head, Boraham, origioally granted to the Trinitv-house, the tolls of 
which have been sabseqnentiy let by them to individnals on lease, at 
rents not exceeding 128: per annum for the whole, a sum that bears a 
very small proportion to the vernal receipts, some of which will be seen 
in the Appendix. Some explanation in respeet to these leases, will be 
found in the last examination of Mr Court, by which it appears, 
that the want and ocenvenienee of a light ia a particular situati- 
on, having been suggested bv seme individnal, and an application 
made to the Trinity house, the Corporation petitioned the Crown in the 
usual form, and upon receiving the anthority for the erection of the 
light-honse and collection of the duties for their maintenance, delegated 
both to the individuals who first suggested it, in consideration of a small 
quit rent, reserving to themselves aright of superintendence aud ma- 
nagement. In the degree in which that superintendence and manage- 
ment is actually exercised or neglected, would the transaction ia each 
case be on public gronnds objectionable or otherwise ; even if every at- 
tention had been bestowed on the part of the Trinity Corporation, to 
see that it was vot made the instrument of laying a much larger charge 
on the shipping than the maintenance of the lights to be erected re- 
quired. No previons investigation on this sabject, however, according 
necessary for the erection and maintenance of the light by which he is to the statement of the witness :Ilnded to, ever appears to have taken 
directly benefited. The excess of it beyond whatis reasonable for } place, and of this your Committee cannot but express their disapproba- 
these objects, might according to an opinion stated to have been deliver. | tion. The grants to the Corporation, conveying an authority to levy 
ed by Lord Hardwick, draw into question the validity of the patent it- * money from the subject, were evidently intended for the public service, 
self. Looking then to the income derived from the lights as legitimately { and not to be converted into a source of private emolument, 
confined to, as well as tobe measured by the expenditare necessary { There is avother description of lights, of which the patents have 
for their erection and maiutenance, your Committee have considered in $ also been produced to your Committee; the erection of which have been 
what degree relief may be justly afforded to the commercial tuterest, * at different times, assigned te individuals by the Crown, and the power 
by the reduction of the existing charges upon shipping on this account $ ofcoliecting dues at ‘he same time granted to them, woder the obligation 
; 
‘ 


A 


-00n-°*- ae 


Pee ee 


In doing this, they haxe referred to the expenditare io itself, the expen of erecting and maintaining anch lights; the lights at Dangeness, Har- 
ditare as compared with the collection, and as compared with the sums } wich, Wyuterton, Oxford, Spurv, Skerries aud Tyaemouth, are those 
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alladed to. Your Committee have not before them, accounts of the re- 
ceipt and expenditure of each of these lights; as however the rates are 
not lower than of those mnder the immediate management of the 
Corporation of the Trinity Honse, and the expenses attending them, 
not apparently larger, they have no reason to believe, that the in- 
come does not exceed the necessary expenditure, in the same degree 
that it does im the various other lights referred to, and that great 
incomes ere not derived from them, and enjoyed by individuals, at the 
expence of the shipping of the country. By a reference to the pa- 
tents granted for erecting them, it appears, that some have recently ex- 
pired, which your Committee understand have been renewed for farther 
periods, on new eonditions; and others will expire in the course of a 
few years, which will then fall into the hands of the Crown. Impress- 
ed with an opinion that mach advantage would arise, from the Lights 
being geverally placed under the Trinity House, your Committee feel it 
incumbent apon them to snggest,in such an event, that on the expiration 
of the terms, the patents in question, instead of being renewed to indi-~ 
viduals, should be transferred to the Corporation, and the rights made 
anbject to the same conditions, and piacedin every respecton the same 
footing as the other lights under its management. Your Committee al- 
so, strongly convinced that public convenience would be greatly promot- 
ed by the whole of the Light Duties payable in London, being in future 
collected in one and the same office, recommend it to the proprietors of 
the private lights, and of the lights which have been let on lease, and 
also to the Commissioners for the Northern Lights, and Trustees of 
Greenwich Hospital, to anthorise the collections of all the dues of the said 
several lights by the Trinity Corporation, at their house on Tower-hill, 
allowing 2} per cent, for the collection, and accounting with them for the 
proceeds respectively, at stated periods, 

Your Committee now proceed to snbmit sach suggestions as they 
believe may usefnlly be adopted by the Trinity House, and im do- 
ing this, they trust it will appear they have in no case, lost sight of 
whatis either necessary for the maintenance of the establishments 
connected with the public service; the remuneration of the members of 
the Trinity Corporation, for the duties performed by them, or the. atten- 
tion due to the objects of their charities. On the other hand, they have 
to hope, that having regard to these necessary purposes they shall not 
apnear to have recommended the continuance of such an amount ef charge 
on the shipping of this conntry, or of foreigners, as may not be fuily 
warranted, by the objects for which it is intended to provide, 


Witt respect to the Ballastage departments, your Committee has al- 
ready adverted to it ; nor does any alteration anpear requisite, but that 
of reducing the expense of the establishment, and the equalisation of the 
rates, under the condition stated in respect to the charge on British and 
Foreign ships. 


The Surplus pilotage, your Committee have also adverted to; on 
this theic recommendation confines itself to the reduction of the expense 
of collecting it, where itis necessarily continued, and the total reduction 
of it in all cases in which a Foreign power shall consent, and actually ex- 
tend to the British ships the same advantages in the ports of the conntry, 
in respect to the payment of charges as are afforded to the native shipping. 


With respect to the Trinity dues, which are so complicated and va- 
rious, it would be desirable that they should be henceforth consolidated, 
and one charge made under that head, for buoyage, beaconage, loadma- 
nage and primage. That the rate in future should be established on all 
British and oversea traders and foreign vessels, on the condition above 
stated, entering and departing from the port of London, at one penny 
per ton, aceording to their registered tonnage: such duties to be receiv- 
ed at the Trinity Honse or Custom House, and applied according to the 
tenor of the Charters, Grants, and Acts of Parliament, to the maintenance 


and repair of buoys and beacons, and the surplus to the increase of the 
charitable funds of the Corporation. 


Referring to the general state of the accounts of the Trinity House 
your Committee see no advantage from so large a balance of cash re. 
maining in the hands of the Secretary, from which an annual profit of 
5001. is derived, and therefore submit that it should be discontinued: 
conceiving the use of public balances to be the worst form in which re. 
muneration for public service can be made. And, in addition to the re. 
ductions mentioned, they have further to recommend, that the accounts 
of this Body, in the same manner as those of the Trish and Northern 
Light Commissioners, and Liverpool Light Houses, Ramsgate aud Dover 
Harbonr, shonid, in a detailed manuer, be annually laid before Pariia. 
ment, within six weeks after the commencement of each Session. 


It has been represented to your Committee, that great inconveni. 
ence and ‘dissatisfaction arises from the variety of rates levied for dit- 
ferent lights, and that great advantage would be the consequence of an 
equal rate, and the charge being the same for each light (with an addi. 
tion for the floating light,) on all vessels passing them, accordiag to their 
respective descriptions, waking the charge on what are termed oVer-sea 
traders, double the charge on coasters and Irish traders; Foreign ves. 
ela to be chargeable at the same sate as over-sea traders, except in 
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of 


_ eign vessels may respectively belong ; 


cases where British ships shall not, in respect of charges, be placed npon 
a footing of reciprocity in the ports of sch countries to which such For- 
in which cases, the charge on the, 
Foreign ship to be double in amount of that on the British. That the 


charges ow allover s a traders for light dnties, shall in future be one 


farthing per ton, and on coasters and Trish traders, one-eighth of a 
penny per ten, being a diminntion of full one half of the present rates; 
and that the ships importing coals and enim from Wales, shonid be in this 
respect put on the same footing as those importing them from the ports 
of Northumberland and Datham. 

The expenses of maintaining the floating lights being particalarly 
heavy, your Committee propose that an extra charge of one farthing per. 
ton should be made avon all British over-sea traders and foreign vessels 
passing the same, the latter subject to the conditions before expressed, 
and no charge for light doties in any case to be made either prospectively 
er retrospectively, but confined to the particular voyage either out of 
home,in which the vessel may be engaged’ 


A calculation of the receipt according to that principle has been 
made, to which has been added a statement of the view according to 
which your Committee recommend the whole of the :eceipt, disburse. 
ment and expenditure of the Corporation of the Trivity House, should 
in fature be regulated ; subject at all times to future revision, when the 
charitable dishursement shail have been reduced in the manner hesein- 
after proposed, within the amount of the fands directed by the anthori- 
ty either of Acts or Charters to be applied to such disbursements. The 
calentation annexed to this Report, has been made npon auch.a seale as 
to afford ample means for the maintenance of the lights: leavingsach a 
surplus as would notonly be sufficient to satisfy~the present amonnt of 
charitable appropriation, but providing a liberal fand for the various 
establishments under the Trinity Honse, and the contingencies belong- 
ing to them, as well asafair remaneration for the varions services of 
management and savervision performed by the acting elder brethren, 
and the officers of the Corporation. It proceeds on the supposition, 
that the vacancies occasioned by death among the pensioners depen. 
dent on these charities, shail not be filled np, notil the demands for them 
are reduced within the amount of the prodace of daties strictly appli. 
cable to the relief of poor mariners, &c. being abont 16,0004. per annom, - 
and that the surplus fond shall be allowed progressively to increase, 
wntilit shall have attained such an amount as may afford to the public 
a further redaction of the light dues, and other dues now payable to the 
Corporation, and assist them in the means of purchasing the interests 
of individnals in the private lights, and in the beneficial leases which 
have been granted by the Corporation, by which at all the light estab. 
lishments might be eventnally bronght under the supervision and ma- 
nagement of the Corporation of the Trinity Honse, 


Your Committee will now snbmit tofthe House, the calculation they 
have made, showing the probable amonnt ef Light Duties at a redoced 
rate ; the permanent as well as estimated income of the Corporation, 
according to the docoments returned to them, together with the best 
estimate they can form of the charges and expenditure attending the 
maintenance of the lights under their management; the provision for the 
establishment, and the charities which their revenues have snpported, 


The Amount of Tonnage which has passed the several Lights hereafter 
described, under the immediate management of the Trinity Corporation, 
according te an effcial Return, delivered 30th May, 1822, for the year 
1821. viz. 

Flambro’, Span, Well, Foulness, Haisbro’, Lowestoff, Sunk, Galloper, 
Goodwin, Owers, Needles, Portland, Casketts, Edystone, Lizard, 
Scilly, Milford, Lundy, Bardsey, Sonthstack, and the Nore, was, 

Over-sea_ British Tonnage ., 13,045,353 Tons. £. 


d. 
Ditto Foreign Ditto 2,928,570 — 





15,953,600 Tons, 
at one farthing pec Ton, is - 16,618 6 8 
Coasters .. 23,797,955 Tous. 
Irish ... 3,389,259 — 
——_—- 27,187,214 Tons, 

: at halt a farthing per Ton, is 14,160 0 @ 
Produce of the local Lighthonses of Rjdeford, Air, and St. 
Bees, after deducting the expeases of the maintenance, 
not iocinding commission, for the year 1821, as per State- 
ment delivered in ...... cece 5 0966000.00,8% o eegeesen 
Amount of Tonnage of Vessels which have passed the 
Floating Lights during the year 1821 (not iucinding 
Colliers nor Coasters, which are to be exempt from 

the following extra charge.) 


380 0 6 


British. Foreign. : 
Spurn Floating Light - 12,745 Tons. 38,994 Tons. 
WO Sodecicbicece cece 326,538 — 114,787 — 
Wee oi cicveesecs 338,307 — 132.998 — 
Lowestoff ........... 343,633 — 134,392 — 
Sunk and Galloper.,.. 383.741 — 136,202 — 
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Goodwin ............ 1,067,498 — 188,059 — 3 Pilot Act inte execution 

cece nadanake «+ 1,059,153 — 189,767. — in London and Gravea- 

Nore ee eeeeseseeeee 615,975 — 93,621 —_— RR ipl Meh cnet hae Pes 200 0 0 

a ———_ 10,950 0 0 
British ....  4,t73,767 Tons. 1,028,820 Tons. Amount of Charitable Appro- 
Foreiga .... 1,028,820 — priations, Pensions Allow- 
ances and Gratitudes, as 
Total ...- 5,202,587 Tons, at one farthing, is 5,417 15 0 per Account rendered,... 30,354 0 0 
—— $ Amount of Pensions and 
: 36,576 1 8 Allowances to ballastmen, 

Deduct, Commission on the collection, 5 per cent. allowing their wives, widows, cbii- 
for extraordinary expenses of collection at some Ports dren and orphans ..... -» 1,000 0 0 
beyoud others, on 18,2887, .... .... £914 8 0 Allowance for annual repairs 

Aad 24 per cent onthe residue *-.., ..., 457 4 0 of Almshouses,......... 1,000 0 0 

—_— 1,871 12 0 eee 32,354 0 0 
—_—_—_— ———-— 50,044 0 0 
$5,204 98 expec to-eeensiap 
OTHER SOURCES OF INCOME. Surplus Income beyond Expenditure.......,. 2,178 9 8 

Permanent Income of the Cotjoration derived from Ren- To be added, 
tals and Capital Stock, amounting to abont £10,000 0 @ Amount of extra Contributions for Light Duties hy Fo- 

Net Produce of Ballastage, the 1,0002. appro- reign Ships, snbject to a reduction, as soon as the 
priated to Charitable purposes being allow. countries to which sneh ships shall respectively belomg, 
ed for hereafter .........ccc..ceecseee 38,0000 0 shall place British ships in their ports upon a footing 

Net Produce of the Trinity duties on British of reciprocity in regard to charges on the sane. 
and Poreign Ships, taken at an average of Foreign tonnage in 
the last five years, according to the accounts 182) ,whiech pus b.90,70 tons, at}d, 8,050 0 6 
rendered .........0000..5 BAR SNAPE - 800000 ed the lights. 

Net Receipt of Baoys and Beacons, in Yar- Do, floating lights ..1,028,820 ...... 3d. 1,072 10 0 
mouth, Tees and Exeter, as per account —— 4,022 10 0 
rendered ... ..... Dibee Reee Ss 5059004 ~- 170000 Add the amonnt of the estimated profits on Bardsey 

Annual Rental of six leased Lighthouses ., 128 00 light, which was first exhibited in December 1821, cal- 

Iuterest on Capital Stock fanded, arising from culated with reference to the tonnage which has pas- 
surplns Pilotages, under the §2 Geo. Ill, sed the South Stack light in 1821, and allowing 650!. 

Ge aceon bea naesan yah SDR Oy: . 250000 for its maintenance, upon the like and same priaciple ¥ 

Amount of Fees under the same Act, for re. as the Gther Hews... ccccescccceddcesccdenccsoye 950 @ 0 
ne wing the Annuai Licenses of Trinity Pilots Aliow for the commission on the private lights and other 
a ee TAR Ae i eeeee 210006 dues, recommended to be ill fature collected at the Tri- 

Profits upon Floating Balances of Cash of the Dity Howse... ccceccocccrccésovcvccsceccvcccenee 750 0 0 
Corporation, hitherto enjoyed as a perqui- . — 
site by the Secretary ........cecececuce 600 0 8 Yielding a surplus, according to the estimate upon 

26,938 0 0 reduction of rates... ...6 secsesecvcsceseses £7,900 19 8 

—— N. B. The 4,022. 10s. cannot be considered as permanant, being 

Total Income .....0+6 62,132 98 anbject to a redaction, if foreign countries place British ships 
—_—_-— on the same footing with their own, 


CHARGE: 


Maintenance of 20 light establishments, Bardacy not ine 
cluded, -which was only exhibited in December last; 
calculated with reference to an improved system of 
maintenance, and proper economy in the disbursements, 
according to a comparative estimate framed upon the 
principle of the maintenance of the Scotch lights, the 
average expense of which is 6501. each ; taking therefore 
the twenty lights, of the same rate of allowance, will 
BE ccccccccscce COS rercccecoccoccecs £13,000 0 0 

Allowance for extraordinary expence of maintaining the 
EdystOme® cocccccccccccccsece sececsesee. 50000 

Extra Allowance for the maintenance of nine float- 
ing lights, at 3501. each ............ secceee 3,150 00 

is Total allowance for the maintenance —_————- 
of the lights ander the Trinity Cor- 
poration, (except Bardsey, and the; 
four local eat be ee Are, Usk > 16,650 0 0 
and Bideford,) being 832i. 1s. for | 
each light establishment ............J 

Allowance to the Eider Brethren of the Tri- 

nity Honse, as Salaries, viz. 

Deputy Master............ £500 

Twenty acting Elder Bre. 
thren, at 3004. each...... 

Extra allowance to each of 
the Chairmen, for the time 
being, of the Committees, 
viz. at 1002, each ........ 

Expense of Establishmen 
opov Tower-hill, including 
Secretary aud Clerks Sala- 
ties, Housekeeping, and 
various Contingencies... .. 

Allowance for the Trinity 
Yacht, as per Mr. Conrt’s 
evidence, expeuce per an- 
RUE .ccccccccssccces occe 

Allowauce for carrying the 


6,000 0 0 


3,000 0 0 


750 0 0 
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The amount of charitable appropriations, under the authority of the 
Acts, Patents, and Grants and Charter, may amount according to the 
receipt, calculated by Returns of 1621, to about 16,000/, per annum, 
which, as will be seen, last year reached the large sum of 32,3541. 


From the appropriation of 16,0002. mast be deducted a proportion 
of the expense of the establishment ofthe Trinity House being a charge 
upon the recept, which, estimated at one-third of the snm allowed for 
the whole establishment on that account would be 3,000/. aud deduct. 
ed from the 16,0002. leaves the amount of specified charitable appropria- 
tion about 13,000, per annum. 


It is proposed that the present amount of charitable disbursement, 
exceeding by one half what may be considered as applicable under any 
distinct authority to that purpese, shall not be increased, but be subject 
to progressive reduction, until, the amount shall have been brought with- 
in the amount directed to be collected and applied under the several 
Charters, Acts, and Grants above referred to, that such reduction shall 
be progressively effected according to the reduction in the number of the 
present annuitants and pensioners, which, in the course of nature, takes 
place; hence it will follow, that he remaining 16,364/, exclusive of the 
surplus receipts beyond the expenditure, according to the estimate made, 
will become a fuod available to anch porposes, as may be hereafter 
considered beneficial to the shipping interests of the country; the most 
desirable of these, appears to your Committee, to be the purchase of the 
interests of individuals in the private and leased lights, and the placing 
of them under the management of the Trinity Corporation, a measure 
essential tothe establishment of a general system of rates, and the equal 
reduction of the light dues, both on British and foreign shipping, in the 
manner suggested in the former part of the Report. Feeling this, and 
adve:ting tothe amount of the surplas funds, now in the possession of 
the Corporation, arising partly from the collection for lights, and partly 
fiom the surplus pilotage, they are of opinion, that a proportion of this 
accumulation might be usefully applied, as opportanities oceur to the 
purpose above stated, which they strongly recommend, These pure 
chases, as well as other applications, to be made with the approbation of 
the Privy Council. - 

It is proposed that the whole of the light and other duties, Ramsgate 
and Dover harbour dues,which shall be payable in London, be received by 








} 
Se 




















the Trinity Corporation at their office on Tower-hill, and that 2} per cent. 
should be allowed for the collection, of which they will have the advan- 
tage, and which must be taken, into the acconnt; in addition to this it is 
remarked, that in the opisiou of many of the witnesses who have been 
examined, diminution of the light duties and discontinuance of the pre- 
sent mode of charge, will have the effect of considerably increasing the 
number of foreign vessels resorting to our ports by which these re- 
ceipts will be further augmented, 


The amount of reduction proposed in the charge for ballast to for- 
eign ships, which it is proposed shail be made equal with that ou British 
ships, may be compensated by the reduction in the expence of the 
establishment, as suggested by the committee. The whole management 
of the ballastage is under aseparate department, and regulated by 
a particular Act of Parliament. 


RAMSGATE HARBOUR. 


Your Committee next directed their inquiry to Ramsgate Harbour, 
and the dues collected for support of it, which are of an amonnt 
~ufficient to press heavily upon the shipping and commerce of the coun- 
try ; and which have been a canse of serions complaint on the part of 
British and foreign shipsowers nor in the opinion of your Committee, 
without justice; the charge is made on all ships above a certain tonnage 
that may pass, whether to the east or west side of the Sand, althongh 
many by their size and draught of water are preciaded from entering 
the harbour; and a practice has prevailedin regard to foreign ships, of 
exacting a payment upon ships, capable of entering, at arate amounting 
to double that on British ships of the description, and upon those which 
are unable to eater, about 4001. per cent. more, both prospectively and 
retrospectively. The managemeat of Ramsgate harbour has, by several 
Acts of Parliament (continued and enlarged by the 55th Geo. 3, c. 74). 
been placed under Trustees, from whom a committee of Direction is 
chosen, consisting of the chairman and depnty chairman for the time be- 
ing, with the addition of the deputy master of the Trinity House; these 
are elected by ballot, at a general meeting of the Trustees annually held; 
3001. are taken annually from the fands, and divided amongst the Mem- 
bers of the Committee, by whom the business is done. The Trustees 
hold an annual meeting at Ramsgate, wiere a building for that purpose 
has been erected, ‘ 

In London, a house is also provided for the monthly meetings of the 
Committee where a permanent establishment is kept up. The rates 
established by Act of Parliament are, upon British ships passing the 
harbour, three-pence per ton, if under 300 tons; one penny per ton. if 
above $00 tons ; and, if laden, the owners are authorized by the Act to 
receive the amount payable for the voyage, from the proprietors of the 
cargo. The rates npon foreign vessels, whether passing to the eastward 
or to the westward of the Goodwin Sand, are six-pence per ton, ifun- 
der 300 tons ; and four-pence per ton, if above 300 tons; which dues 
have been, till lately, collected. from foreign vessel: passing from foreign 
porst, prospectively and retrospectively, But since the subject has been 
under inquiry, your Committee have been informed. that orders have 
been given for this practice to be discontinued, which they mention 
with satisfaction, from having reason to believe, great dissatisfaction 
will thereby be removed, 

Under the Act of the 32 Geo.3. 6. 74., ahd 37 Geo, 3. ¢. 86., nas- 
ters of foreiga ships arriving with cargoes for a British port, are autho- 
rised to reimburse themselves from the consignee or proprietor. The 
rates payable under that Act were three-pence perton; bnt the Act of 
55th Geo. : IE., which augmented the rate to sixpence per ton, is silent 
as to the recovery from the owners of the cargo;sot at the rate by 
that Act is raised 100 per cent, and the right of reimbursement from 
the cargo no longer expressly continued. By the same Act, the Trus- 
tees have a discretionary power of lowering the rates, and the monies 
collected are directed to be applied towards enlarging building, finish- 
ing, maintaining, supporting, and improving the harbour, and iu defray. 
ing all other expenses which shall be incurred in carrying the Act into 
execution, 

Your Committee have already adverted tothe exaction of a duty 
from vessels for the snpport of the harbour, which, under no circum- 
stances, they are capable of entering. 





The preamble to one of the Acts before mentioned, assigns, a$ the 
reason for imposing arate upon vessels of this description, that, as the 
harbour provides shelter for small vessels, it will have the effect of 
affording more toom for ships to ride in the Downs ; and it cannot be 
denied, that to a certain extent, this benefit is derived from it; when a 
gale of wind sets in from the southwest, and is any of continuance, the 
nomber of ships which collectin the Downs is said tobe occasionally 
very great, and, at certain seasons, becomes such, asto render the 
anchorage unsafe.—In such cases, vessels of a moderate size seek shelt- 
er im Ramsgate harbour, and, so far, the larger ships receive advantage, 

tut, whatever the advantages may be, they do not appear to your 
Committee, equivalent to the heavy burthen entailed upon the shipping 
by which they are purchased ; and they therefore submit to the House, 
he expediency of discontinuing the rate upon all ships beyond 
the toanage which the harbour is capable of admitting, namely, of 
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300 tons, and upwards, the amount of rateson which, according te 
the return for the year 1820, is abont 28901. per annum, The 


‘imposition of adaty, to which the Act has subjected allshi ps that, 


in the course of navigation from foreign port to forejgn port mast 
unavoidably pass Ramsgate, but do not approach it, whether passing 
to the eastward or the westward of Goodwin Sands, is very questionable. 
It could never be intended, that a foreign ship sailing from Rotterdam 
to Calais, shonld be liable to the Ramsgate Harbour dues; these, how 
ever, claimed, and form a subject of complaint, in the opinion of your 
Committee so reasonable, that it ought to be removed, 


The sums which have at various times been expended on Ramsgate - 


Harbour, are stated to amount to no less than one million area half ; 
and it appears from the evidence of Mr. Reanie, that~ althengh 
he estimates the amount required to complete the works at about 52,0001., 
he is of opinion that it is aot unlikely 150,0001. many be reqaired for that 
purpose. Your Committee do not question the accommodation the har- 
bour has the means of affording to shipping of aparticalar class ; but 
they are not of opinion, that any increase of the harbonr will be attended 
with additional advantage to the shipping, end that some limit onght to. 
be impose¥ on the receipts. to prevent any further increase, and to enforce 
economy,that the trade may not continue to be burthened, either in point of. 
time or amount, beyond what absolate necessity demands, consistently was 
certain expenses on works and repairs to be incurred. Your Committee - 
have considered whether all the shipping may not toa certain extent, be 
immediately relieved. The-Trustees have a power under the seventh 
section of the 55th George III. 74, of raising monies upon the. credit 
of the rates, to. the extent of 50,0007. the repayment to be secured by 
mortgage thereof. The estimate by Mr. Rennie, of the sum reqnired 
to complete the works, amonnts to 52,000/.; and it appears in evidence, 
that if more than the present number of workmen are not employed, it 
willtake about seven years to finish them. Your Committee are of opini- 
on that such of the repairs as are considered to be absolutely necessary 
ought for the accommodation of the public, to be completed with every 
possible dispatch, and that persons should immediately be contracted 
with, by public tender to execute the works, to be performed within a 
given time, and to be done under the general snperintendance of the engi- 
neer, That the Trustees should raise inthe manner authorized by the 
Act, the necessary fands for that purpose, by which they would be 
enabled at once to discontinue the rates on ships above 300 tons, and to 
equalize the duties on foreign ships with those of British ships, and re- 
ducethe rates upon all vessels bound to or from foreign ports. 

The amount of the annual revenues of the trnst, is abont 20,000!. 
per annum, arising from_rates and permthent capital, and the charge of 
the establishment, according to the evidence of the chairman of the 
Committee of Management, 26 per cent. rather more than one fourth 
of the total receipts ; which appears to your Committee a very heavy 
charge and susceptible of considerable reduction. 

Ont of the receipts, 200%. are annually paid to the Corporation 
Sandwich, On the subject of this,payment, there is some conflicting of 
evidence; on one hand it is sated, that the harbour of Ramsgate is 
rather an advantage than a detriment to the port of Sandwich; on 
the other, that considerable injary is sustained from. it, for which the 
sum in question is uo more than a fair compensation. It appears 
that the paymeat was originally established in the year 1748, and, was 
founded upon a Report of a Committee of the House of Commons, 
in conseqrence of a Petition from the town of Sandwich. Your Com- 
mittee not having before them sufficient evidence to come toa satis- 
factory conclusien in respect to this charge, do not feel it incumbent 
upon them at present to recommend the discontinuance of it. 


Having examined the accounts of Revenue and Expenditure pro- 
daced to them, your Committee beg to submit a calenlation formed upon 
an estimated reduction in the rates, &c. ; which in relieving the shipping 
will, as they believe, provide a sufficient fund for the establishment and 
contingencies. 


The number of tons of British shipping under 300 tons register, which 
according tothe Returns made in 1820, passed Ramsgate Harbonr, 
are 816,733 tons, which, at 14d. per ton, proposed rate, being one-half 
less than the present, will yield, .........cceseeees £5,104 11 8 

Number of tons of foreign shipping uader 300 tons, which 
passed Ramsgate Harbour during the like period, 





154,897 tons, at the reduced rate 13d. per ton, ...... 968 2 1 
Colliers, 307,881 tons, at 1}d. oer ton, ........ coccccos 2004 6. 8 
Vessels Jaden with Stone, 15,353 tons, at 1}d. per ton, ... 6% 0 0 
Interest on 5,0001. 3 per cent. capital stock, it being pro- 8,092 18 11 

posed to appropriate 17,0001 of the whole, say 20,0002. 

towards the monies required for completing the repairs, 

leaving 5,000I. as areserve, ........ccccecsorecose 150 0 0 
Rents at Ramsgate of Houses, &c. ...6+..cceerees evece 193 10 0 
Average Receipts for rental of Dock and Storehouses,.... 350 0 0 





Total,. £8,736 8 LL 
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Thersday. April 10, 1823. 








CHARGES. 


Commission collecting tee Harbour Bues, say 
§,000/. at & percent. ......-. £250 0 0 
as at some places the expense of 
collecting is greater than at oth- 
ers, and 4,500!, at 2} per ceut. 


£24 

110 10 O 

—— 8,260 10 0 
Money to be borrowed upon secnrity of rates, 
to complete the works, say 38,0001. at 4 per 
cent. the residue, 12,000), being taking from 


the present capital,,............ easter ae 6 @ 
Allowance to Teustees, annnal, ............ 300 00 
Ditto to Corporation of Sandwich, ditto, .... 200 0 0 
Establishment in Ramsgate, as per account,., 1,000 0 0 
Ditto in London, ditto, ........eeeeeeeees 730 00 
Office Rant, Be. qceccdsscccs vscievetcccce - 850 60 
Mr. Rennie, Engineer, permanent salary,.... 200 0 0 
Mr. Gott, Dep. Engineer, residing Ramsgate, 200 090 
Present actual allowance to master masons and 

carpenters, who may be continned to super- 

intend and look over the works tobeexecnied. 380 00 
Allowance for exeavating and cleaving the 

Harbour annnally, which it is presumed 

when the sluices are completed, may be re- 

GueeG MBIETTENY, wc occ ccc ccccccc jcoose «=O OB 
Housekeeper at Ramsgate, .........+ cece 50 00 
Warebousekeeper ditto, which office appears 

OU WO CPGEPE cccons onescescccce --- 100 00 
Sundry charges, account, postage, small ex- & 2 

PORBES, cccccccccetccceccecssccesccces «6100 OO 





6,890 10 0 
Surplus to meet contingencies, and to pay off the monies 
borrowed, exclusive ef the rednctions the Trustees may 
be able to make in the establishment, -........- «s+ 
Add, amount of rate on ships of Foreign States, which will 
contiaue to be collected until British ships shall be 
placed in such countries upon the same footing in respect 
to charges as their own, 154,897 tons, at 14d. per ton, to 
be charged only one way. Tie charge on all ships above 
|. $00 tons, as recommended, being abandoned, ........ 968 


9,895 18 11 


21 





Total surplas, at redaced rates,.. £3,894 1 0 


In addition to the surplus, it may be stated, that in consequence of 
the reduction in the rates, the number of vessels that willfrequent Rams- 
gate harbour will be materially increased,gnd the receipt therefore pro- 
bably rather exceed than fall short of the estimate. In concluding, your 
Committee beg to repeat a suggestion offered in a former part of their 
Report, that, with a view to the accommodation of the trade, the collec- 
tion of all the rates may be consolidated, and that the Trustees should 
authorise the collection of the dues payable in London by the Trinity 
Corporation, at their office on Tower;hill; a commission of two and a 
half per cent. being allowed the Corporation, for the trouble of collects 
ing them. —— 
DOVER HARBOUR, 

Your Committee’s attention was, in the next instance, directed to 
Dover Harbour, and the charges imposed and collected for its mainte- 
nance. This harbour has long enjoyed legislative protection; the Act 
under which it is now regulated, is the 47 Geo. IIT. ch. 69. The manage- 
ment is placed ander the Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports, the Lieute- 
nant Governor of Dover Castle, the Mayor of Dover for the time being, 
and a certain number of assistants, who used to hold meetings twice a 
year, bat which, according to the evidence of Mr. Shipdem, the registrar 
and agent, have not been regularly held for some years. They have 
the power, under the Act, to rise monies for the purposes of the barbour 
upon the credit of the rates, in such manner as to a majority of them 
may seem expedient; of this right they have availed themselves to a 
considerable extent ; as by a paper returned by Mr. Latham, the Trea- 
surer, it appears, that since the year 1794, sums have been raised upon the 
credit of the rates to the amount of 19,5001. part of which wpon annuities 
at 9, 10 and 11 per cent. aud that an agreement has been made with 
a Mr. Oxenden, for a further loan of 7,000!. making together no less a 
sum than 26,5001. atan annual interest of 1,504!. of which sum so raised, 
23.590), has been borrowed within the last five years; it appears farther 
by the accounts rendered and-confirmed by the evidence of the registrar 
that the aonnal average revenues of the harbour are about 13,0001. per 
annom, so that in five years,a sam of no less than 81,5001, has been 
expended upon the works repair and maintenance of the harbour. The 
amonnt of the rates by Jaw established, upon the shipping, are 3d. per 
ton upon allships ander 300 tons burthen, bound over sea, which shall 
pass from, to or by Dover, whether to the east or to the west side of the 
Goodwind Sands, or which shal! enter the harbour, and aathorizes a 
reimbursement of the rates from the owners of the cargoes with which 
the vessels shall be Jaden, 
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Coasting vessels, if laden, are subject to a charge ef 13d. for every 
chaldron of coals or culm, ton of grindstone, Purbeck, or Portland stone, 
provided they shall be above 20 tons and ander 300 tons; and ‘from every 
vessel that may enter Dover harbour, laden with merchandize, above 300 
tons burthen 3d. per ton; but if laden with coals and enlm, 14d. per 
chaldron, and an equal charge for every ton of grindstone, Purbeck, or 
Portland stone. All vessels in ballast, and such as do net enter the 
harbour, being of the burthen of 300 tons and upwards, are exempted 
from any demand. 


The annnal receipt of rates, npon an average of the last five years is 
about 11,300). ; and the annual receipt of permanent income arising from 
ground-reats, and leases of bonses and land, to about 1,7001., making to~ 
gether the annual income 13,0001. per annum, 


Many of the observations your Committee have felt it their duty to 
make, in regard to the principle upog which the rates payable from sbip- 
ping to Ramsgate harbour, are in some instances collected, apply more 
strongly to thatof Dover. The practice, although sanctioned by law, of 
making vessels pay duties for a harbour, of the advantages of which they 
do not, and in many cases cannot, avail themselves, appear to your 
Committee objectionable; and particularly so in a case, where from the 
natural formation of a bar thrown up before the harbour during gales of 
wind, ships are frequently precluded from obtaining shelter in it, ir. periods 
of greatdanger and distress. Et appears in evidence, that the bar in qnesti- 
on, is at times.increased toa degree to render the entrance of ships er 
craft of any burthen into the harbour impracticable; and althonghapon some 
occasions during spring tides, vessels of between 400 and 500 tons, are 
said to have entered for shelter, they must be considered as extraordina- 
ry cases, and to have occurred during the prevalence of a notherly wind, 
when it is presumed that vessels, unless in a state of the most imminent 
peril from leakage or damage, wonld prefer seeking shelter in the roads 
of Dungeness, or even Portsmouth harbour. 


Attempts have been made to obviate the obstruction alluded to, 
which have hitherto been unsuccessful. It is gtated to your Committee, 
however, that works are now in progress, which may lessen the continue 
ance of the inconvenience, although not prevent it. Mr. Shipden states, 
that whenever the works in question, shall be in. operation, it will require 
a tide to remove the obstruction, which yeur Committee understand tobe 
after the gale of wind (which bas produced the bar,) shall have subsided, 
the harbonr, of course, not affording shelter at the moment when most 
important, How far any ingenuity may be successful in seconding the 
endeavours which the Harbour Trust are making, at a great expense, to 
obviate the inconveniences belonging to this Harbour, your Committee 
are unable to forma judgment; but they submit, whetheria any event the 
accommodation it appears likely to afford to the navigation of the country, 
is of an extent and value to furnish a reason for continuing except on 
those that may actually enter the harbour,) so large animpost on ships 
under 300 tons, sailing from portto port, which in the ordinary course 
of navigation, pass between Calais and Dover, and which have little chance 
of reaping any advantage from it. Upon these grounds, your Committee 
would have felt no hesitation in suggesting the discontinuance of all rates 
upon ships or vessels whieh shall not avail themselves of Dover harbour, 
were it not for the large debt which has been incurred, the payment of 
which has been guaranteed upon the faith of the rates, and the importance 
which, in a national point of view, belongs to the harbour, as affording a 
point of most convenient communication with the coast of France, which 
your Committee are of opinion should, under any circumstances, be 
maintained, It appears to them, however, that by subjecting the expen. 
diture to a vigilant supervision, and establishing a system of rigid eco. 
nomy, reducing the large balances of cashJwhich are allowed to remain 
in the hands of the Treasurer, executing the necessary repairs and 
works by contract, within limited periods, and under the superinten. 
dence of an active and intelligent engineer, a very considerable reduc. 
tion of the rates on all vessels under 306 tons, passing Dover harbour 
laden, and now chargeable with 3d. per ton, may be effected. 


Your Committee have found it necessary to express their opinion 
strongly, as to the necessity of a vigilant attention in the administration 
of the funds, asit is to be collected from the evidence of the registrar, 
that the periodical meetings of the boards have for some years past, 
been unattended to, and that no regular andit of the accounts beyond 
the mere examination of the vouchers, with the amounts of payment, 
has taken place. 


Your Committee find, by reference to the annual accounts, that the 
permanent revenues of the harbonr are about 1,700]. per annum being 
about 2001. more than the interest payable npon the monies borrowed, 
and yet to be received 7,000!. being pnt to the credit of the trust, ex- 
clusive of the balance of cash. The anuual average receipt of rates, as 
now established, vield about 11,300]; bat from the imperfect mode in 
which the accounts are kept, no correct return can be obtained, of the 
tonnage of the vessels, whichhave, during the last few years, songht 
shelter in Dover harbour ; nor has the harbour master or registrar, who 
have been examined to those points, been able to give to the Committee, 
any information on the subject, From a return, however, made by tha 
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collector of the customs at the port, it appears, that the amount of the 
contribution, annually made from vessels that enter and sail from the 
harbour, is about 1,1501. bearing a small proportion of the sums levied, 
The rates apon auch vessels as may enter the harbour, your Committee 
do not propose shonld be altered; but they are decidedly of opinion, 
that the rates upon vessels merely passing, should be forthwith reduced 
to one penny per ton, that is, oo all vessels laden, bound oversea being 
under 300 tons; and on all coasters laden with coal or culm, one half- 
penny per chaldron, and the like sam on every ton of Purbeck, Port- 
Jand, or Grindstone, the latter being above 20 tons, and under 300 tons ; 
this diminution in the rates, being two-thirds of the present charge, will 
reduce the amonnt of collection from vessels passing, to £3,713 
Add thereto, annual collection from vessels entering the 

BONBON. . cccceccosess PTT TTT TTT 
Estimated total annnal average receipt from rates. . .....+++.++ 04,863 
Add thereto, permament revenues, .. 01... cscceeceverecceseeecels 700 





Total annual Revenne. .-...... e000 .£6,563 
which will farnish very ample ineans for providing the interest upon the 
monies already borrowed, and the further som which it may be necessa- 
ty toraise, to complete further works (of the expediency of which your 
Committee entertain the greatest doubt,) and keep the harbonrina 
state ofrepair; and also to form an accumulating fund, for paying off 
those sums of money, which have been, or may be borrowed, as loans 
only, allowing at the same time a sufficient sum for the establishment 
and contingencies. 


The Board of Assistants having under the Act, the power of re- 
dacing the harbour rates, it therefore will depend upon them, in the 
first instance, that the recommendations of your Committee, in respect 
to the relief of the shipping, shonld be carried into effect, as also that 
for the general accommodation of the trade, they consent that the col. 
lection of the Dover harbour dues, payable in London, should be receiv- 
ed by the Trinity Corporation, at their office on Tower-hill; and } per 
cent. commission, be allowed for the collection. 


Among the heads intended for inquiry,were the Tonnage Duty, and 
the Consnlage. From the firat, your Committee has been relieved by the 
repeal which has takeo place in the course of the present Session ; and 
they have reason to believe, that the second has been long under the 
consideration of the Government,aud a bill for the regulation of it likely 
to be submitted to Parliament, But there are still, however, several 
subjects connected with the burthans upon trade, and others of conside 
rable importance to the commerce of the country,under the cousiderati. 
on of your Committee ; among which are the laws relating to quarantine 
the rates collected under them, the London port daty, and the regulations 
and rates of pilotage ; the inquiry into which your Comittee had hoped to 
have been able to complete in the course of the ram,sent Session. This 
has been prevented by a reference to them, of ihe application of the West 
Iudia Dock Company, for a renewal of their charter, together with the 
pumerons petitions which have been presented against it from various 
quarters. The approaching expiration of the charter, to the expediency 
of continuing which their atteation was thus calied, has compelied them 
to suspend their examination into the snbjects referred to, aud to pro- 
ceed without delay upon this part of their inquiry. Although considera- 
ble progress has been made in it, they caunot venture to entertain the 
hope of bringing it to a conclusion in time to enable them to resume 
the consideration of these subjects before the probable risiog of Parlia- 
ment ; it must therefore remain postponed, tobe renewed io a future 
Session of Parliaweat, if it shall be the pleasure of the House to revive 


the Committee. — 
Newspaper Chat. 


Bees, —Mr. Beddome, a chemist iu Tooley-street, thus writes to the 
editor of the Times: —“ Sir,—Having lately read in the very interesting 
Totrodaction to Entomology, written by Messrs. Kirby and Spence, of 
the great tenacity of life which some insects possess, it has brought to 
my recgllection a factthat oecured three years ago, thatI confess I 
could not have credited bad it not passed under my ownobservation, I 
had purchased 20 large hives, and a hogshead of Dutch honey iv the na- 
tural state, not separated from the wax, which had been in my friend's 
warehonse above ayear; and, after emptying my hives as well as I 
could, I boiled them fora considerable time io water to obtain what ho- 
ney remained between the interstices. A considerable number of bees 
that had been mixed with the boney were floating on the suface of the 
water, and these I skimmed off and placed on the flag-stones ontside my 
elaboratory, which was at thetop of the house, and then exposed to a Jaly 
meridian sun. You may imagioe my astonishment when, in half an hour 
[ saw scores of these same bees, thathad been for months in a state of 
suffocation, and then well boiled, gradually come to life and fly away. 
There were so manv of them thatTI closed the door, fearing they might 
be disposed to ceturu and punish me for the barbarous usage they had 
received ai my bands,’ 
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Portable grates.—Emmanuel Stuedel. Esslingen, in Wurtemberg, 
invented last year portable grates, by which food may be dressed much 
more conveniently and agreeably than in the ustal manner, It saves 
half the time, and two-thirds of the fael generally employed. There is 
a partienlar description given of it in No. 190 of the Universal Indicator 
of Southern Germany, Which our brief limits will uot permit us toextract. 
— European Magazine. 

New Work.—It is reported that the literary world will be favonr- 
ed, in the ensuing winter, with a Volume of Letters from the pea of the 
acuteand learned Author of “ Vathek.” Such a work cannot fail of 
exciting much euriosity.—Salishury Journ at, 


Watching Bitl.—In the year 1776, a Bill was introduced into the 
House of Commons for the better watching of the Metropolis; in order 
to effect which object, one of the clauses went te propose that watchmeu 
should be compelled to sleep by day. Lord Nugent, with admirable 
humonr, got up, and desired that ** he might be. personally included 
in the provisions of the Bill, being frequently so tormented with the 
gout as to be unable to sleep either by day or night.” 


New sort of Velocipede.—Last week, aman, upon a new sort of Ve- 


locipede, attracted a number of people together atthe Elephant and 
Castle, to witness his activity and the swiftuess with which he travels, 


He is ashoemaker by trade, and finding the trade bad at Newark-on- - 


Trent, Nottinghamshire, of which place he is a native, he built this me- 
chanical horse, as he tecms it. It is on a different plan from the others; 
it is worked by two handles, which set two wheels in motion, and canse 
two levers infront tobe putin action, which set the machine going at 
the rate of at least six-miles an honr. It is the completest machine of 
the kind shat has as yet been invented. He has travelled, in fine wea- 
ther, 60 milesa day. He has two iron stirrups, tm which he places his 
feet —they keep him steady on the saddle. 


Tithes.—A Correspondent-has farnished us with the following note. 
of a case which was tried at Kilkenny, in March, 1789 At the present 
period it is curious, as well as important, The ease is reported in the 
Dublin Chronicte of Aprib 2,1789: —** Kimmenny, April 1.—On Thrasday 
a remarkable Nisi prius causé was heard at the Coort-honse, before Mr. 
Justice Daquery and a respectable jury, im which the Rev. Mr Stone 
of Kells, county of Meath, was plaintiff, and Sydenham Davis, Esq. of 
Johnsville, defeadant. The action was brought to recover 200. due for 
tithes leased by the defendant to the plaintiff, as Rector of Kilmocahill ; 
when, after a trial of some length, the Counsel for the defendant produ- 
ced a Statute of Charles 1. by which it is enacted, that every rector shall 
reside $0 days in his parish every year, and preach 13 sermons, other- 
wise he will not be entitled to the tithes or daes of his parish; and as it, 
was proved that the rector was non-resident, the jary fonnd a verdict for 
the defendant, with 6d. costs. — Dublin Morning Pest. 


Prodigious Wealth. — The executor of the Rev. Peter Beauvoir, late 
of Downham hall; Essea, paid last week the sum of 33,000/. to the Stamp. 
office, being the dnty on 720,000/! payable to the residnary legatee, Ri- 
chard Benyon, now Richard Benyon de Beauvoir. This fortunate le- 
gatee was uo relation tothe testator. Above 50,0001. were otherwise 
left inlegacies. The immense property was bequeathed by the testator, 
independent of his freehold estates, which are of considerable value. In 
addition to this prodigious wealth, the testator possessed, and retained 
till the day of his death, a living of 3002, a-year! 

New Marriage Act,—A countryman abont to alter his condition, ap- 
peared last week before a Magistrate, to swear the affidavit required 
by the New Marriage Act, when, on its being read to him, he complained 
that he didn’t understand it. ‘* Not understand it,” said his Worship, 
who was a new-made Knight not over-burdened with sense,—'' Not an- 
derstand it; why, you must be quite a fool.” ‘No, I be’nt quite,” said 
honest Clod drily, ** but I be very near on?.” 


Postage to India—Fnglish Newspapers may now be sent to India 
at an expence of only one penny paid at any Post office in the kingdom. 


Napoleon in Ezxile.—Nearly nine thonsand copies of Mr. O’Meara’s 
Napolecn in Exile have been already sold, a number noprecedented in 
these times, considering the price of the book. 

Episcopal Approbation versus Episcopal Censure —Our readers will not 
perhaps be surprised at being inform d that the reverend hero of Freiston 
Shore has been playing his tricks at Skegness hotel, where his conduct 
has been so gross and indecent as to induce the company tosend in for the 
landiord, and inform him that, anless he turned this‘ very reverend 
personage’ ont of doors, they should immediately leave the house. It is 
hardly necessary to say that he was speedily dismissed. This feat will, 
we suppose, bespeak for him fresh marks of favonr and aoprobation 
next time his right reverence the bishop visits his diocese. We are eu- 
rious to kuow what the unlucky wight whom his Lordship rapped so 
hard for supporting the Bibie Society, Missionary and Tract Societies, 
&c. has been about lately, We advise him to leave off these wicked 
ways, and to copy the very exemplary demeanour of and the revereud 
gentleman abovet alluded to, Stamford News, 
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Operation of the New Laws, 


ft Sas a subject of well founded congratulation both in 
Earépe andin Asia, that some of the Natives of Iodia had begun to 
use the Press, as the means of enlightening their Countrymen ; 
and when Newspapers started ap in the Persian, Bengalee, 
ang other langaages, our Predecessor, ever eager to encourage 
the means adopted for the diffasion of infermation, employed a 
Translator for the purpose of re-pablishing io the English lan- 
guage,the most usefal portions of the intélligence they might contain 
A person of this kind is still attached to the Catcutta Journat 
establishment with tbi8 view ; but the article which follows, will 
show the Public that ‘the hopes entertained of the Native Press 
may now be abandoned. ~~" 1 oF 


The great atility of the Nattve Press would have been, to make 
Government and the Pablic intimately acquainted with the real 
situation and sentiments of the whole popalation; but it is to be 
lamented that, apparently from the mataral timidity of the Native 
character, it did mot answer this purpose, even with the chocriog 
indulgence of the Marquis of Hastings. A true picture is given of 
itin the Native Memorial, as follows; “ Native Authors and Edi- 
to?s have always restrained themselves from publishing even 
such facts respecting the Judicial Procecdings in the interior ef 
the country as they thought were likely at first view to be ob- 
noxigus to Government.” If sach was the case at the time it was 
thought necessary to establish new Regulations for restraining the 
Press, it is nat to be supposed that a Native Newspaper will now 
venture to pablish any truth atall,if thereis the most distant chance 
that it may be anpleasant either to Government, or to any of its 
servants. We regret that this should be the case for the reason 
expressed in the Memorial,—a conviction of the manifold advan- 
tages of Government being put in possession of an impartial ac. 
count of what is passing in all parts.of the country, that it may 
be acquainted with whatever requires its interference; and alsa 
from a conviction of the salataty inflaence of Pablic Opinion, 





and that enly the Press—not crippledin its exertions by fear, 


bat cherished and free—cao do any thing téwards dispelling the 
darkness which envelopes so many millions of our fellow sub- 
jects. The following is the translation #e have alluded to, 
from the Persian Newspaper, stiled the “ Migat-oo.-Ukuaar,” 
established.above twelve months ago, and now discontinged is 
consequence of the New Laws regarding the Press :— 





MIRAT-OOL-UKHBAR, 





Fridsy, April 4, 1823.—(Not ineluded in the Reguiar Numbers ). 





It was previously intimated, that a Rale and Ordinance was 
promalgated by His Excellency the Honourable the Governor 
General in Council, enacting, thata Daily, Weekly, or any Pe- 
riodical Paper shoald nof be published in this City, withoat an 
Affidavit being made by its Proprietor in the Police Office, and 
without.a License being procured for such pablication from the 
Chief Secretary to Government ; and that after snch License being 
obtained, it is optional with the Governor General to recall the 
same, whenever His Excellency may be dissatisfied with any part 
of the Paper, Be it known, that on the 3lst of March, the Ho- 
nourable Sir Francis Macnaghten, Judge of the Sapreme Court, 
expressed his approbation of the Rule and Ordinance so passed. 
UWader these circumstances, I, the least of all. the human race, in 
consideration of several difficulties, have, with muoh regret and 
reluctance, relingaished the publication of this, Paper (Minat- 
ook-@xusar). The difficulties are these :-— 


Pirst—Although itis very easy for those Europeat Gentle- 
men, who have the honour to be acquainted with the Chief Se- 
ctetary to Government, to obtain a License according to the pre- 
scribed form; yet to a hamble individual like myself, it is very 
hard to make his way through the porters and attendants of a 
great Personage ; or to enter the doors of the Police Coart, crowd- 
ed with people of all classes, for toe purpose of obtaining whag is 
in fact, already in my own option, As it is written ~ 
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Abrooe kik bu sud Khoon é jigur dust dihud 

Bu oomed i kurum-e, kha juh, bu-durban mu furosh. 
The respect which is purchased with ahandred drops of heart’s blood 
Do not thou, in the hope of a favor, commit to the merey of a porter, 

Secondly —To make Affidavit volaftarily in an open Coart, 

in presence of respectable Magistrates, is looked upon as 
very mean and censurable by those who watch the condact of 
their neighbours. Besides the publication of a Newspaper is 
not incumbent upon every person, so that he must resort to the 
evasion of establishing fietitious Proprietors, which is contrary to 
Law; and repugnant to Conseienge. ’ 


Thirdly—After incurring the disrepute of solicitation and 
suffering the dishonour of making Affidavit, the constant appre- 
hension of the License being recalled by Government which 
would disgrace the person in the eyes of the world, mast create 
sach anxiety as entirely to destroy his peace of mind. Because 
a man by nature liable to err, in telling the real truth cannet 
help sometimes making ase of words and selecting phrases that 
might be unpleasant to Government. I however, here prefer 
silence to speaking out: : 

Guda-e goshuh nusheenee to Khafiza mukhurosh 

Roo moot muslubut-i khesh khoos-rowan danund. 

Thou O Hafiz, arta poor retired man, be silent: 

Princes know the secrets of their own Policy. 

I now entreat those kind and liberal gentlemen of Persia 
and Hindoostan, who have honoured the Mirat-ooL-UKHBAR 
with their patronage, that in consideration of the reasons abeve 
stated, they will excuse the non-fulfilment of my promise te make 
them acquainted with passing events, as stated in the intro- 
ductory remarks in the first Namber; and I earnestly hope from 
their liberality, that wherever and however I may be sitaated, 
they will always consider me, the humblest of the human race, as 
devoted to teir service. 


Cauric Criticisn, 


To the Editor of the Journal. 
Pope long ago remarked that * A Saint in Crape is 
twice a Saint in Lawn:” and the Editor of the Joun Buxt pro- 
bably apon some such ,rinciple, considers a proficiency in Poetry 
as mach more to be praised ina Tory Editor than ina Radical 
Lord. Bat whatever may be the “ invariable principles of Poetry” 
by which the worthy Editor judges, be has given the public dis« 
tinctly to understand that he thinks Mr. A'kinson’s Poetry equal 
to the very best of Lord Byron's, thongh, to be sure, he qualifies 
this praise considerably by adding that he mever had any great 
opinion of his Lordship asa Poet. In order to do justice to 
Joun, it may be as well to quote the passage. Itis taken from 
a brief introduction which he prefixes toa Review of “ THe 
AuBip, an Eastern Tale, By James Atkinson, Esquire, 8yo.” 
The Review is extracted from the Oriental Magazine, and will be 
read by the happy few who escape falling asleep over the * Sy- 
noptical View of General History,” which precedes it, in that 
learned compilation. Bat let as hear Joun Bu.é’s own words :— 











‘+ We have selected a portion of the. Review of Atkinson's 
Aubid.” —“ It is written, in our judgment, in the very best style 
of Lord Byron—and, for our own part, we have received as 
much gratification from its perusal as we ever did from afy of 
the worksof the noble poet; indeed, we are in no degree cnthusi- 


; asts io the cause of his Lordship’s character asa Poet!” Perhaps 


the reader may suppose that the last discreet clause means 
that it is only as a husband——or as a politician—or asa mora- 
list, that the Noble Lord’s character does weet Joww’s taste, But 
I acquit him of this; itisonly part of bis asual trick of blag 
dering ronad a meaning,” which he aims at, but cannot bit. 


Tam sorry for Mr. Atkinson’s misfortune in having incur. 
red the ridicule of his patronage, That gentleman’s verses are very 
pretty asd from the taste he displays, I suppose nobody will be 
more offended than himself at this preposterous fancy of setting 
him ap as a rival of the most powerful of living Poets. 


Garden Reach. CRITICUS, 
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Cheap Living tn England. 


To the Editor of the Journal. 
Sir, 

Some one lately asked for information, in the Jougnar I 
think, as to the part of Eagland in whieh he might live cheapest, 
and on what fortane. These queries I cannot answer, but I 
send you an extract from a letter which EF. have just received 
from a friend residing in. London, dated in October last. 


‘* Liviog in India in the receipt of a bandsome monthly 
salary,—and here on a limited income,—are situations very 


unlike; bat this year every body in Eagland may live on less } 


than asaal ; as most things are considerably diminished in price. 
I am neither a Politician, nor skilled in Political CBconomy, and 
therefore cannot argue upon the cause ;—bat I feel the advan- 
tages of the effect.” 
April 8, 1823. : 
Red Riever Deferndes. 


To the Editor of the Journal, 





S— 


Sir, 

That two such articles asappearedin the 4th number 
of the Onrentat Macazine and Catcutta Review, headed 
“Calcatta Press,” and “Mr, Backiogham,” should have been 
written by any gentleman, must be felt as a matter of deep regret 
by this society there cag be modoubt ; but when the fact is made 
Known that such articles appeared in a publication avowedly 
conducted by a Clergyman who is at the head of a National 
Charch, deservedly proud of its purity and independente, it can- 
not fail to shock allthe other Ministers of that Church, 


I am aware that Lam treading on more than (ender ground, 


when I presume to approach even the hem of the priestly -gar- 
ment of this angry Editor; butas he bas told us that we are at 


liberty now to write any thing that does not “ fling filth in the’ 


face of Government ;” I feel safe in the remarks which [am 
aboat to make, simply to point out his literary misrepresentations. 


Whether the Editor of the Review admires the wit of Ebony EF 


know not, butitis evident that he does not relish his “ retorts 
eourteous,” because, as he says, they are personal. I believe 
him; they are certainly whimsically acute; bat thcy givea perfeet 
and faithful pictare of this society. Personality, indeed? what a 
farce it is to hear this Reviewer complaining of personality, when 
we look back tothe periad when he was Editor of the Mirror, 
and again tohis Rejected Address, on which occasion he dragged 
before the Pablic, by name, some ef our most respectable mem- 
bers, I believe him also, when he says, “ I admire his politics,” 
because it is now convenient for him to be a Tory, 1 am going on 
his own principle, mind you; | am speaking of the man as an 
Editor. ‘‘ Some kind Correspondent (Me says), but a very incor- 
reet one, has furnished Ebony with several articles, entitled 
« Calcutta,” 


Here I take the liberty to flatly contradict him, and to 
say, that there never was amore correct view of any society 
given in any publication, or amore perfect delineation of the dif- 
erent characters of this society, than that which appeared under 
the several heads, “ Calcutta,” which appeared in BLAcK woop; so 
much so indeed, that it delighted almost every one of us. I deny 
the assertion of the Editor, that this Gentleman who has written so 
happily in Buackwoon, was ever received in the light which this 
Editer wishes to place him, at the table of any man; since he liv- 
ed with a relation who had as moch influence and consideration 
in this place as any man ever enjoyed; if, however, he means 
that Rep Riever dined with bim, and that for that dinner or din- 
mers, he should have been gratefal, I am not prepared to say 
@bether he did or not; but this I know, thatif he did dine 
with him, he ¢ouferred upon bim an bonogr; for, although Rep 
Rrever is not a polished man, he is an honest man, with the ad- 
vantage of a liberal edacation, and of belonging to a liberal pro- 
fession. This Bditor talks of the privacies of our society, and of 
us Bengalees, as though he had been familiarised with and form- 
ed one of as for some years, whereas he is himself scarcely 
kucwa among our private circles, and I beliove I may safely 


‘ 
. 
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* 
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say, that what we did know pf him daring bis first short resi- 
dence among as, in his public character as Editer of the Mirror, 
was not such asto excite our admiration. It is a Libel en the 
character of English Gentlemen to say, as this Editor bas assert- 
ed, that all the Gentlemen who visit this Conntry, are Adveatarers, 
who, on their retarn to Eogland, “ run to feed the grawing appe- 
tite of the Public with tales of scandal.” I have never yet known 
an instance of it, and his unmanly attack on all Adventarers, as fle 
is pleased te dub them, is bat a miserable shuffle to cover his 
main object, whieh is obviously ta persuade the people in Scot- 
land, that Rep Rizver is a man of no consideration, and by thus 
galling the people at home, to detract fram the merit and accu- 


"racy of Rep Riever on bis history of the Indian Press. 


The Reviewer then resorts to flattery, and to bring Bbony te 
bis side, tells him that be is much liked bere ;an assertion wholly 
without foundation or trath, for I have never yet heard three men 
besides the Second Editor of the Caleatta Jonw Butt, praiseBlack- 
wood, and unless he can prove that there are not nine Whigs for 
one Tory in India, he must admit, what he knows to de trae, that 
Ebony is viewed with feelings of disgust bere, and is held in as 
much contempt as the English and Calcutta Buits, which have 
been goring rigbt and left all the private characters of theit po- 
litical opponents., This énraged Reviewer, still continues to 
deal out his own erroneous opinions, and asserts that the artictes 
headed “ Calcatta,” are not much relished here; whereas in troih 
they are the only articles given by Ebony, which ever took bere, 
and sach articles will always delight os so long as they continue 
to be such natura! faithfal, and perfectly] finished pictures 
of ourselves, Why, Sir, the whole account igs life itself, and I 
doubt very much that, even that exquisitely able artist—Mr, 
Chinvery, gould paint on canvass, sach a likeness of bimself or 
any other member of this society as Ren Rerven has drawo on 
paper, of Mr. Chinnery and other well known characters, in his 
several articles—" Calcutta.” The Oriental Editor says, “ Rep 
Riever’s departare from veracity, is singularly gross.” Now in 
making this assertion, the Reviewer has obviously misrepresent- 
ed the character of RepRiever, and it should be recollected that 
while the Bditor is reviewing the story of “Rep Rieyer, and 
knight of the Mirror.” be 13 sitting jn jadgement on bis own 
conduct, and when he gravely {ells us, that he ahswered not, 
nor attempted to answer what he calls Rep Rrever's Libel, 
he should have added—" for it was anangwerable.” 

On the whole, I do not know that Lever read an article in 
any Magaznie or Newspaper, so full of ill hamor, intemperance 
and lew vglgarity, for instance, “ rankness of disobedience and licen- 
tieusness ; and turning, the hair of his head from beautiful red 
to a dirty grey,” as this article on the Calcutta Press; and 
the Editor not satisfied with his attempt to prove this Gentien- 
man (one of H. M. half pay officers) an ungrateful Adventurer, 
endeavours to prove him also a man devoid of principle,that woald 
for the sake of a glass of whisky punch (provided, however, the 
whiskey was good) “ fill a bumper to the fall of the Free Press in 
India,” and thus deny his creed. Here is “tpepper and salt” for 
you with the addition of strong liquors, to excite a ready sale for 
his Magazine ; but I shall be much disappointed if this sage Edi- 
tor does not receive more than he has given, 


His attack on Mr. Buckingham is as rancorous and unman- 
ly, as his assertions are incorrect regarding the feeling of the In- 
dian community on the Freedom of the Press; and he knows it is 
not true, that the close of the reign of free discussion is regarded 
here as either a fortunate occurrence, or as a constiutional mea- 
sure, nor that the transmission of Mr. Backingham was regarded 
as anecessary act. The Editor's assertion that Mr. Bucking- 
bam was more pertinacious after he had disposed of some shares 
in his JourNat is also igcorréct, for his witty article on pla- 
rality of appointments, in the instance of the JateDoctor Jameson, 
was much more personal, and as the Editor would have it 
* pertinacious.” Of this article on Backingham I shail say no 
more, and Iam moch mistaken if he does not in the New Asi- 
atic Jourwat, get a “ Rowland for his Oliver.” . 

I am, Sir, Your obedient Servant, 


Calcutta, April 8, 1823, A FRIEND OF RED RIEVER, 
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- Remarks ow Pir. Buckingham: 
To the Editor of the Journal. 





Sir, 

To the excellent remarks of your Correspondent A Frienp 
or Inpta, on the article on “‘ Mr. Buckingham” in the OntenTat 
Magazine. I would beg leave to add a few words. In speaking of 
Mr. Buckingham’s overstepping the eves-shifiing boundaries be- 
tweea allowable comment and offensive strictures, the Reverend 
Editor says: “ That it was from no conviction of their being an- 
wise, inexpedient, or illegal, is evident, from Mr. Backingham’s 


repeated admissions ef the Contrary in his Correspondence with. 


Government.” Will any one believe that Mr. Buckingham has 
repeatedly admitted the wisdom, expediency, and legality of sub- 
jecting the Press to a species of controu! which he had deprecat- 
ed as worse than Censeréhip? Let one such admission be prodaced. 


Experience has shown that all such restrictions as have now 
been republished, with additions and amendments, are like words 
weitten with sympathetic ink, which only start into existence by 
the agency of great heat; and notwithstanding the pains that have 
been taken to avert the prodigy pronounced by B. W.—Sol ocu- 
buit, nox nulle secuta est, there will still be a continual straggle be- 
tween light, darkness, and “disastrous twilight ;’ between the 
genial irradiations of the Sun and the balefal fires of the Beacon, 
D 


Grtracts from an Oficers Journal. 
MANDOO. 


“Here an opulent City once flonrished ; this was the seat of 5 powerful 
Empire”,—Votney’s Ruins.” - 











Mandoo, once the Capital of the Mahomedag Kings 
Malwah, is aboat 36 miles from the British Cantonment of Mhow, 
and 6 from the village of Naubha, 

The space on which the city is built, is on the crest of the 
Vindbya Range of Hills, and is about 3@ miles in circumference ; 
itis separated ftom the Table Laad of Malwah by a rugged 
precipitous raviye or valley, from two to three handred feet 
deep. This valley nearly encircles the city, and forms a natural 
barrier of great strength; it was also further strengthened by a 
wall boilt on the edge of the precipice, and thus cempletely 
secured from the hostile attacks of its enemies, 


The road from Naubha, winds throngh a claster of 
small hills, thickly covered with trees and low jungle. Oa 
approaching Mandoo, and immediately on clearing the hills 
alladed to, the valley which surrounds the city, opens on the 
view; itis at this peint, full three hundred feet deep, and presents 
a scene at once grand and imposing. The bare rugged top of 
the precipice, with here and there a wild plaintain tree spring- 
ing from the clefts of the rock, forms a striking contrast to 
the rich and varried foliage of the trees and shrabs, which 
cover the bottom of the yalley, and spread on eyery side in all 
the wild laxariance of nature. 


Crossing thjg valley by a ruined causeway, you come to the 
Delhi gate of the city, and winding up the opposite steep, after 
“ passing five smaller gate-ways, enter the once-populous city of 
Mancoo. P 
Leaving annoticed the fabalous story of the Paras-Pothar 
(or Philosopher’s Stone) aad the ase said tohave been made of it 
in building this celebrated city, Mandoo,may be considered to owe 
its origin asa place of importance, to Hoshang Shaw ; this Prince 
after reigning 30 years, died A. D. 1433, and Malwah ceased to 
be a separate kingdem, about the year 1567. The ruins of 
Palaces, Mosques, and Tombs, indicate the former prosperity of 
this (now desolate)city, and the numerous Tanks, Wells and Re- 
servoirs for water, show that every attention was paid to the 
comfort and convesicnee of the inhabitants, 
The ruin of this city must be attribated to the downfall of 
the family, to the care of whose Princes it was chiefly indebted 
for its spicndour amd prosperity ; and although from its fertile 
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, Worship. 


soil, salabrious climate, and great mataral strength, Mandoo 
seemed safe, from those vicissitudes, to which other cities io so 
ansettled a country might be subject, yet, notwithstanding these 
advantages, it has become a wilderness, and offers a striking but 
melancholy example of the instability of wealth and power, ia 
countries where from the absence of all Law, any change of the 
Government subjects the people to every species of oppres- 
sien and plunder, to satisfy the rapacity of its agents; but a few 
short years have elapsed, since Mandoo vied io riches and splen- 
doar with the proudest cities of India ; but with the overthrow of 
the Menarchs, to whose fostering care it owed its rise, the wholo 
has vanished, and nothing remains to mark its former prosperity 
or even its existence, but the ruins of its Palaces. 


“The spider bolds the veil in the Palace of Cesar, the Owl 
stands centinel on the watch tower of Afrasaib.” 


The city seems to have been bailt entirely of stone, and the 
walls of many houses are still stagding. I traversed the deserted 
streets and explored my way over heaps of rains, uninterrupted 
by the appearance of any haman being ; the few wandering Bheels 
who occasionally eccupy some of the ruins having fled or secret- 
ed themselves at my approach, 


The Jamma Masjid and the Temb-of Hoshung Shaw, first 
attract the attention of the visitor, and for this reason as well as 
being in a less ruinous state than the other public buildings, are 
most worthy of notice, .The Jumma Masjid is about two miles 
from the entrance to the city by the Delhi gate. It is a quadran- 
gle enclosing an open Court 52 yards square, surrounded by, 
colonnades of lefty pillars of fine freestone, which support a hand- 
somé dome roof, in the western face are eleven niches or recesses 
inlaid with the finest black marble, This Mosque is built‘eatirely 
of brown freestene, and is well adapted for a place of pablia 
The general style and finishing of the whole, evincing 
considerable skill in the architect who planned and executed 
it. Gacrilegious hands have been aiding the great destroyer, 


*Pime, in his work, and the pavement of the Court, is nearly all 


carried off. The appearance of the marble in the niches, also 
indicates that nothing but the difficulty of removing it has pre- 
vented its sharing the sawe fate, 


The Tomb of Hosbung Shaw is to the west and joining the 
Jamma Masjid, it is 44 feet sqaare, on the inside lined with the 
white marble, with which material the top of the Dome is alsa 
covered ; the building is free from all tandry decoration or ornae 
ment, and from its size and the witty, though chaste materials of | 
which is jt composed, is a sepulchre worthy of a powerfal 
Monarch, 

The Tomb contains six graves; two marble slabs belonging 
to the center grave said to have had inscriptions ; have been car« 
ried away and these tablets placed to commemorate the most 
powerful and celebrated of the Kings of Malwah, are probably 
destined to ornament the Palace of some {Hindoo Raja or 
Raler of the Province. 


The Tomb itself, is at present in a tolerable state of presere 
vation, but the desire of the great, to obtain portions of the 
marble, and the idle folly of the little, who visit Mandgo, will in all 
probability soon render it a heap of ruins. 


There are many other buildings scatiered through this 
mighty ruin well worthy of notice, but any attempt to do so even 
in the most imperfect manner, would ocoupy too mach of your 
Paper, Here the Antiquarian will fad mugh to interest him, the 
Painter, an endless variety of subjects for the exercise of his 
pencil ; and the admirer of the beauties of mature in the wild and 
romantic scenery with which it abonnds, will feel himself 
amply repaid for the trouble of visiting Mandoo, 


COURSE OF EXCHANGE. 

BUY.] _ CALCUTTA, (SET; 
1 114 a 24 Oa London 6 Months sight, per Sicca Rupees; ., 2 @ 2 

Bombay 30 Days sight, per 100 Bombay Rupees, .. 92 

Madras ditto; 94 a4 98 Sa. Rs. per 100 Madras Rupees, e 

Bills on Court of Directors drawn, at 2 6—Exchange 26 a 28 pr. ct. prem, 

. Bauk SharesPremium 60 to 62 per cen, 
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seadras. 

Madras, Thursday, March 27, 1823.—The Ship Acincourt, Capt. 
Mahon, is.expected to be despatched for Engiand on the 15th of next 
month. 

H. M. 89th Regiment.—His Majesty’s 89th Regiment being now 
stationed at Cannanore, all Letters for the Regiment are to be addressed 
to that place, instead of Quilon, ite iate station, 

The Farces of the “ First Floor,” and “* The Citizen,’ are in res 
hearsal by the Mount Actors, and wiil be performed at the Pantheon, 
ou Tuesday the 15th of April. — Madras Government Gazctle. . 





Sbip Launch at Coringa. 





To the Editor of the Madr as Government Gazette. 
Sir, 

As ashort account of a launch may be interesting to apart of 
your Readers, particularly as baving taken piace on this Coast, I take 
the liberty of sending you one, of which I was an admiring spectator, 
by insertivg it you will oblige your constant reader,— Mines. 

‘* Yesterday at half past 10 A.M. the hour fixed on by Capt. Hanwell, 
Was launched into his destined elements the ** David Maleolm ;’’ she is 
ene of the finest vessels that has been built for a loog time at this port, 
and should she (as we hope) be intended to trade between Madras and 
and the Northern Ports, will prove a great acquisition, as she has six 

~Cabins neatly fitted ap for Passengers; sheis we believe about 220 
Tons—On ber receiving het name from Mr. S she received three 
cheers, in which the Geutiemeu present were joined Ly thonsands of 
Matives assembled on the shore to witness this gratifying sight. 
The party afterwards retired and partook of a splendid entertain- 
ment, where the firest wines with every delicacy of the season were 
sported in abuandance.—We retired ata late hour to the arms of Mor- 
pheus, very well satisfied with the pleasant day we bad spent.” 


Coringa, March 17, 1823. 


Public Roads, 


To the Editor of the Bengal Hurkara. 
Hamble Pedestrians in Calcutta are as badly, ifnot worse, off 
than in other towns with which Tam acqnainted, for as there is no part 
of the road peculiarly set apart for people of this description, they are 
exposed to ail the risks attending the concourse of buggies, carriages, 
horses, hackeries; &c. which frequeat some of the most crowded streets 
in Calcutta. The streets here are all wide, and the new ones in par- 
ticular reflect the highest credit upon the Committee for the improve- 
ment of Caleatta, Would it be quite impossible to spare about 4 feet 
on one side of the road for the purpose ofa foot path, to secure to foot 
passengers an additional degree of secority. The plan that is now adopt- 
ing in England, not only in towns, but also on the high roads leading 
from one town to another, is to raise a path, abont 4 feet in width, to 
the beight of about 2 feet from the road, and this elevation effectnally 
keepseattiec, horses, or any thing bat foot passengers from using it, 
while at the same time it keeps the foot path dry even in the 
roost rainy weather, This plan} is, if I recollect right, introduced 
on the high north road from London, and to my certain kaowledge, all 
the way from London to Bristol, a distance of 120 miles, with the excep- 
tion of about five or six miles near Calne, these paths have been con- 
structed, The expence is quite trifling, and the labour insignificant. 








Such an improvement is, I imagiue highly desirable iu this capital of | 


the East. 


There is another circumstance to which I advert with much plea- 
sure, for itis one, the inconveniences of which were very serious, and 
the removal of which renders the part of the road in which it existed far 
Tess dangerous. I refer to the stopping up of that broad and dangerous 
ditch in the Circular Road. Formerly any person passing here with a 

~ young, restive, spirited horse, ran a great risk of being precipitated into 
the ditch, to the rain of his buggy, aod perhaps the loss of his own life. 
Of a dark night too, there was the same degree of danger, for the most 
skilfal and careful driver would nog always observe this ditch, broad 
and appalling as itis, The new method in which the drains ate con- 
structed is also entitled to the bighest praise. Itisnow almost impos- 
sible that an accident should happen to a carriage even from getting 
inte the drain, The mode of rounding them at the corner of a street, 
instead of making an angle, is another improvement and no denbt will 
prevent the recurrence of many accidents. In conclasion I will only just 
remark that it is only two years that | have been in India, and that in 
so short a space of time, I never saw a place make such a rapid strides 
towards improvement, as Calcutta has done. This is to me «& convin- 
cing proof that some attentionis paid to the comfort of the people here, 
and no doubt can exist bat that their thanks are due to those who have 
the superintendence of the execution of those improvements which so 


materially condace to it, 
April 7, 1823, - JACK IN THE BOX. 
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Review at Sarrackpore. 


T» the Editor of the Bengal Hurkaru, 
Sir, 
Vesterday mornivg His Fxcelleney the Commander in Chief 
reviewed the troops under the commend of Major General Daizeil, sta- 


tioned at Barrackpore, and though I did not hear His Excellency ex. 
press his opinion on the subject, Lam inelined to thivk he was muéli 
pleased with the soldier like manner in whieh they went through their 
maneevres, Where every movement appeared to be good, it woul be 
difficult to say in which they particularly excelied, In my hombie opi- 
nion, their advance in line nearly the whole range of the parade was 
performed iz a very saperior manner. 


When the review was over, the European officers of the respeetive 
corps were introduced to His Excellency, and afterwards the native 
officers received the like honor, with which they seemed much gratified, 
I observed that the native officers, offered their swords to His Excelien- 
cy who tonched them, this being the military etiquette of offering and 
receiving a nozzar. 


Amongst the company present, were the Hon'ble the Governor 
General, Major General Dalzell (commanding at Barrackpore,) 
Major General Hardwick, Colonel Sir Stamford Whittingham, Lr. 
Colonel Nicol and Lt. Colonel Bell, (H. M.’s 16 Lancers.) 


His Excellency the Commander in Chief and suite, together with 
the priecipal officers present, breakfasted with the Hon'ble the Governor 
General, and inthe evening were to dine with the Major General 
Commanding. 

I am, Sir, &c. 
SPECTATOR. 
Eo Correspondents. 


The Letter of Ax Inpo-Briton cannot be safely published, in 
its present state; and, besides, we think the offence it notices, may be 
easily set forth in us true colours in such @ manner, as to cause it to 
be reprobated by all honest and liberal. men, without endangering 


the publishers. 
Shipping Arrivals. 








MADRAS, 
Date Names of Vessels Flags. Commanders From Whence Left 
Mar, 22 Dauntless British G.C. Gambier Trincomalie Mar. 19 
22 Madagascar British E. Nepean  Trincomalie Mar. 19 





Shipping PBepartures. 
CALCUTTA. 
Date Names of Vessels Flags Commanders Destination 
April 8 Confiauca Portg. J. Pereira Macao 
8 Esperanca Portg. A.J. Ferras Macao 
8 Zeli French Travers Mauritius 
MADRAS, 
Date Names of Vessels Flags Commanders Destination 
Mar. 23 Hashmy British J.J. Denbam Calcutta 
23 Eagi Kellie British §=R. Edwards Rangoon 
24 Mary British J.G. Lear Colombe 
24 H. M, Sch. Cochia British FE. Tincombe on a Cruize 
24 Highland Lass ‘British CC, W. Eaton Coriuga 





Stations of Wessels in the River, 


CALCUTTA, APRIL 8, 1823. 
At Diamond Harbour.—Conne po Rio Parpo, (P.),—Circassz- 
An, inward-bound, remains,—Favogite, (D. brig), passed down. 


The Ship MeRo or Matown, Captain James Neish, is expected to 
sail for Penang, Siucapore, and Batavia, in a day or two. 





SAarviages,, 

On the 8th instant, at St. Johu’s Cathedral, by the Reverend J, 
Parson, Henry Puusp Loveracs, Esq. His Majesty's 16th Regiment 
of Dragoons, (Lancers), to LovisA CLEVELAND, eldest Daughter of the 
late Tuomas Garnett, M. D, of Great Mariborough-Street. 


At Madras, on the 22d ultimo, at St. Thomas’s Mount, by the Rev. ° 


erend P. Stewart, A.B., A, E, Buest, Esq. M, D, Assistant Surgeon, 
to Miss MaGGs. 





Printed at the Columbian Press, No. 4, Bankshall Street, 
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